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MOTTO 
 
 
"We are going to die, and that makes us the lucky ones 
Most people are never going to die because they are never going to be 
born 
The potential people who could have been here in my place  
But who will in fact never see the light of day outnumber the sand 
grains of Sahara 
Certainly those unborn ghosts include greater poets than Keats, 
scientists greater than Newton 
We know this because the set of possible people allowed by our DNA  
So massively exceeds the set of actual people 
In the teeth of those stupefying odds it is you and I, in our 
ordinariness, that are here 
We privileged few, who won the lottery of birth against all odds 
How dare we whine at our inevitable return to that prior state  
From which the vast majority have never stirred?" 
-Carl Sagan in The Greatest Show on Earth by Nightwish- 
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STEINBECK’S WORLDVIEW TOWARD THE EFFECTS OF 
MATERIALISM IN THE MEXICAN COLONIAL ERA IN THE PEARL 
by Moh Imawan Helmi 
NIM 13211144002 
ABSTRACT 
 This research has two objectives. The first is to describe the views or 
perspectives of John Steinbeck toward the effects of materialism in Mexican 
colonial era depicted in The Pearl. The second is to reveal the way John 
Steinbeck depicted the phenomena through the literary elements of the novella. 
This research applies genetic structuralism theory proposed by Lucien Goldmann. 
 The researcher used qualitative analysis. The research’s main data were 
expressions taken from Steinbeck’s The Pearl. To analyze the data, the researcher 
used deductive approach. To ensure the trustworthiness of the data, the researcher 
applied triangulation. 
 The first result of this research is that there are Steinbeck’s worldviews on 
the effects of materialism that can be explained into three categories. The first one 
is the trait of possessiveness. It can be defined as the desire to possess someone’s 
things. The second trait is envy and the third trait is non-generosity. It can be 
defined as a reluctant feeling to share possession. The second result is that there 
are three significant literary elements representing Steinbeck worldviews i.e. the 
character, the plot and the setting. 
 
Keywords: Genetic structuralism, worldview, materialism, literary element, John 
Steinbeck, The Pearl.    
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Research Background 
 The impulse to buy and possess things is considered as a natural human 
beings’ behavior. Once they are able to fulfill their basic needs, they still want to 
possess more things. As an impact, a lot of new products ranging from 
technology to cosmetic are advertised on media everyday. It even makes people 
become obsessed with material things. They are interested in spending their 
money on things projected as valuable images. As a result, they start to value 
material things based on the luxury image they project which is usually 
associated with materialistic manner. Materialism brings temporary happiness 
that cover fundamental unhappiness. As an example, people are often 
disappointed with things they purchased after realizing that those possessions are 
unworthy compared to the effort to earn the money while those possessions only 
gave them temporary happiness. Things that they own often end up owning them 
and make them become less empathic. The correlation between materialism and 
the lack of empathic behavior leads people to become unaware to the values of 
humanity.   
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 Humans are often driven by their desires to possess high-value goods 
that they believe can improve their status. In January 1848, a farmer in 
Sacramento found a glimmering piece of metal which turned out to be gold 
(Annon. Gold Rush of 1849. http://www.history.com/topics/gold-rush-of-1849. 
Retrieved on March 2017). Weeks later, the rumor spread and people who is 
struck by the ‘gold fever’ began to gather around the area. Many people closed 
their shop and abandoned their works to leave the town to find gold. In a year, 
new buildings were built by the new settlers and they started to create a 
community. As a result, the Native Americans of California were driven off their 
traditional hunting and gathering grounds. Their rivers were polluted by gravel, 
silt and toxin from the new mines. Some of the natives who tried to protect their 
land were slaughtered by the miners. Those who were not killed slowly starved to 
death and died from diseases. This savage materialism is a typical attitude of 
European immigrants in the new world who saw the native population as an 
obstacle that should be eradicated. In some ways, the miners’ materialism 
behavior is understandable since they were living in a great poverty and for them, 
digging the gold seemed to be their last resort as an escape from starvation. 
Gaining wealth out of the new world became the colonist’s main reason. 
Colonialism brings greater issues to the colonized society they live in.    
 Mexico experienced a colonialism era for over 300 years under the 
Spanish colony. The colonialism era in Mexico began in early 1511 until 1821. 
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At first, the arrival of the white men in the Mexican land was regarded as a good 
sign and even some of them assumed that the white people were the incarnation 
of God. However, the arrival of the Spanish colonists to Mexico caused many 
conflicts, both the conflict between the indigenous people and colonizers and 
among indigenous tribes. The arrival of the Spanish also carried infectious 
diseases, one of them was smallpox. During this era, they called Mexico as ‘New 
Spain’ and built settlement around the capital city of the native tribe. Many of 
them came to Mexico wanting to make fortune and bring natural resources to 
Spain.  
 Through the era of colonialism, many indigenous people became the 
victims of conflict caused by the colonizer. Due to the turbulent war, many cities 
were eventually destroyed and subdued in the hands of the colonizer. 
Technological advances brought by the Spanish influenced a great deal of victory 
in the battlefield. Many people died in the battlefield and even a great number of 
people died because of starvation and disease. The Spanish colonizers took the 
natives as slaves. Moreover, they also took almost all of the supplies of silver and 
gold from their mines. The war brought misery and the great loss for the 
indigenous people.  
 The Spanish colonization in the land of Mexico brought many changes 
to the Mexican in a variety of fields including the field of social, culture, political 
and economy. The indigenous people were marginalized because of the 
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increasing number of settlements built by the colonizer. Several of them started to 
build settlements of the indigenous people in the infertile area that are far away 
from colonizer civilization. There were also the indigenous people who worked 
for a living under the oppression of the colony.  
  After several years, the relationship between colonizer and the 
indigenous people society turned out to be a relationship between two societies 
which inhabited two different castes. Mistreatment of the colonizer which is 
formerly received poorly by the natives became an acceptable ordinariness for 
them. At least, the presence of colonizers also brought positive effects for them to 
learn the advanced agricultural and plantation technology. Another acceptable 
impact was the number of construction of public facilities built by them such as 
roads, bridges, public buildings and advance aquatic system. In this case, the 
colonizer as a top class also serves as a regulatory or governmental system maker 
that includes laws and economic rules, arranged for the benefit of their families. 
Some natives became their accomplices who were loyal and obedient to their 
orders. The influence of the colonizer toward indigenous society was able to 
reach up to the level of ideology. Consequently, they, who used to live the simple 
life and uphold the values of spirituality, started to move into a way of life based 
on a material possession and physical comfort or materialism. This phenomenon 
became a central theme in John Steinbeck's novella entitled The Pearl. 
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 Literary works are perceived as a reflection or representation of society. 
A literary work is a perception of an author’s idea of an observation towards 
social phenomena of the society such as the culture, the way of life of the people, 
belief and the economic and political systems. The ideas an author got from the 
observation are the genuine or personal thoughts of the author about certain 
phenomena on the society. Wellek and Warren (1956: 64) say that a literary work 
cannot be separated from society, for the author himself is a part of the society. 
The relation of an author and his society cannot be denied because what author 
does to the society also affect the society itself and can also create new 
phenomena. However, the society itself cannot be separated from the author. The 
author’s life and experience on social interaction in the society can also be seen 
on the author’s works. Therefore, the literary work can be used as a medium in 
analyzing the society and certain phenomena in it. 
 Among the famous American authors, John Steinbeck is one of them. 
He wrote many literary works that reflect the society. He is well known as a 
naturalist or realism novelist. His dedication and commitment to write literary 
work brought him on receiving Nobel and Pulitzer Prize. He got Pulitzer Prize for 
his realistic and imaginative writings which are keen social issues. As a child, 
Steinbeck experienced the effect of the loss of money his family had when his 
father lost his job that caused his mother to struggle to make sure that this loss did 
not affect much the family. As a result, Steinbeck distrusted money and money’s 
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effect on people becomes the major theme in his works. His worldviews which 
represented on each of his literary work often criticizes society’s dilapidation. 
According to his views and the depiction on his several novels, Steinbeck often 
associated as a leftist novelist. Through his works, he is able to penetrate his 
views toward the readers about the phenomena and teach lesson about pursuing 
wealth while at the same time providing the realistic depiction of society. 
However, knowing more about his worldview that is represented on his literary 
works becomes important because one of the merits of literature is to enlighten 
the readers about phenomena happening in the society. Other significance in 
studying great author’s worldviews, such Steinbeck, is his capabilities to 
transcend his worldviews related to the social conditions so that the meanings 
within the text are unrelated to the conditions of the readers. 
 The Pearl by John Steinbeck is written while he and his friend, Ed 
Ricketts, traveled at La Paz, Baja Peninsula Sur, Mexico in the 1940’s, and was 
published in 1947. It tells a story of Kino, an Indian fisherman, who found a great 
pearl that people perceive as a legend of the pearl of the world. Kino’s son, 
Coyotito, who is stung by a scorpion is the cause of his father in finding the great 
pearl. Kino finds the pearl in a necessity of medicinal treatment cost of his son 
who needs to get immediate treatment of scorpion stung. The spreading news 
about Kino who found the great pearl along the city and Kino’s settlement 
changed the way people on seeing his family. Juana, Kino’s wife, sees that the 
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pearl as a future threat that will bring calamity to his family but Kino denies. He 
believes that this pearl will bring great fortune for his family and his tribe. The 
pearl which associated with luxury, beauty and also wealthy caused the 
fluctuation in Kino’s family and his society. 
 Steinbeck’s The Pearl which brings social issues is chosen as the 
subject of this study because this novella conveys phenomena which are deceived 
by material things. It still exists till now and it almost happens anywhere and 
anytime due to any reasons. Even each person often encounters dilemma caused 
by the fluctuation of the economy, politic, education and cultural problem. The 
danger of seeking for the material is when it is overwhelmed someone’s humanity 
side. In The Pearl itself, the conflict inside society caused several problems for 
Kino’s family and society itself such as the loss of emotional control, desire, 
jealousy, greed, anger and inferior feeling. It becomes more complex while 
dealing with Kino’s family and society condition and also the status of Indian 
people that represents the indigenous tribe as the part of the society. 
 This research is conducted to reveal John Steinbeck’s worldview toward 
the phenomena on the society inside The Pearl. Researcher attempts to discover 
the connection between the worldview of John Steinbeck and the phenomena of 
the society inside this novella. By revealing the author worldview, the researcher 
tries to analyze the way the worldview depicted in the story. Thus, genetic 
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structuralism approach is used in the attempt to trace the connection of social 
context and its influence upon literary work. 
B. Research Focus 
 The title of this research is “Steinbeck’s Worldview toward the Effects of 
Materialism in the Mexican Colonial Era as Reflected in The Pearl”. This 
research only focuses on the worldview of John Steinbeck toward effects on 
materialism depicted through the novella. The phenomena are related to the 
discovery of the great pearl which becomes a prominent issue in this novella. 
There are other issues that can be analyzed in this novella.  
 The impact of imperialism can be explored based on historical facts of the 
setting the novella employs. It can be seen in the structure of society inside this 
novella which affects in subordinating the indigenous people. The indigenous 
tribe’s suffering of the subordination by invader’s descents that develop their own 
society and authority. 
 The other problem that can be analyzed is about symbolism that the writer 
employs. The writer uses many expressions to narrate this novella. One of the 
ways the writer narrates his story is through employing symbolism. The writer 
uses symbolism such as animals, characters and things in order to describe certain 
phenomena which are possible to be transferred through employing symbols.    
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 Although there are several kinds of possible analysis, the researcher only 
focuses on the author’s worldview on viewing the problems which emerge as the 
impact of pearl discovery in the novella. From the focus of the research above, 
the researcher develops it into two research questions. The first question is about 
John Steinbeck’s worldview on the effect of materialism which is depicted 
through the novella. The researcher sees that the effect of materialism becomes 
the prominent issue in this novella. Moreover, John Steinbeck’s view has an 
important role as his acknowledgment from critics for his realistic writings. The 
second question is on the way of the author use to deliver his worldview. By 
analyzing on the elements of the novella such as character, plot, and setting, the 
researcher will be able to find the way author represented his worldview in the 
novella. By employing genetic structuralism approach, the researcher tries to 
reveal the worldview of the author depicted in the story. Genetic structuralism 
approach considered as a branch of the sociology of literature because of its 
analysis which derivate on social-historical context on the novella’s origin.  
C. Research Questions 
 Based on the statements that are mentioned above, the researcher 
determines the problems of the research will be formulated as the following 
questions: 
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 1. What are John Steinbeck’s worldviews on the effect of materialism on 
       society in Mexican colonial era depicted in The Pearl? 
 2. How does his worldview on the effect of materialism represented 
      through the elements of the novella? 
D.  Research Objectives 
 Based on the questions of formulation of the problem, the main objectives 
will achieve in this study are in the following as: 
 1. to explain Steinbeck’s worldviews toward the effect of   materialism  
     in the Mexican colonial era depicted in The Pearl, and 
            2. to reveal the way John Steinbeck describes the phenomena through  
elements of the novella. 
 
E. Research Significances 
 1. Academically:  
  a. this research is expected to widen and deepen understanding 
      of genetic structuralism in analyzing a literary work 
  b. to give description and explanation about social condition of 
                   Mexican society during colonialism era. 
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 2. Practically: 
  a. this research is expected to gain knowledge about social 
problem in life and to deepen understanding of life through 
reading literary work 
  b. this research is expected to enrich English literature 
research and to serve as a bibliography resource to the 
next relevant research. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
In this chapter, the researcher explains the literary approaches which are 
appropriate for the thesis. The approaches are sociology of literature, genetic 
structuralism theory and worldview by Lucien Goldmann. The researcher also 
uses the author’s autobiography and materialism approach to support the findings 
of the study. In addition, the researcher attaches some theories to aid the analysis.  
A. Sociology of Literature 
 Sociology of literature is the study upon the relations of literary works and 
social circumstances. According to Laurenson and Swingewood (1972: 11) 
“Sociology is essentially the scientific, objective study of man in society, the 
study of social institutions and of social processes; it seeks to answer the question 
of how society is possible, how it works, why it persists.” While according to 
Durkheim, sociology is a discipline which studies human behavior, social 
structure and convention forming on the economy, politic, culture and etc 
(1958:24). Meanwhile, literature is a work that invites imagination and 
intellectual engagement, it is designed to engage readers’ imagination, interest, 
views through the work of imaginations (Wilson, 1964:3). Literature, same as 
sociology, concerns about human’s life, problems and desire to change. However, 
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literature cannot be seen as sociological facts because it carried beyond scientific 
descriptive analysis which is able to penetrate the social surface and even 
showing individual experiences. On the content, both literary works and 
sociology share similar issues. Sociology focuses on the real phenomena which 
occur in the real world. Meanwhile, literary work records the phenomena of the 
real world into imaginative works which trigger the sense to understand the 
reality.  
 Yeats says (in Wilson, 1964:313) that arts and literary works are 
reflections of human behavior in social circumstances. Therefore, human is able 
to receive essential meaning through reading literary works and enjoying any 
kind of arts. The interconnection between literature and social issues cannot be 
separated as literature becomes the portrayal of the issues itself. As mentioned in 
their book, Laurenson and Swingewood (1972:12) say “As sociology, literature 
too is pre-eminently concerned with man’s social world, his adaptation to it and 
his desire to change it.” The prominent issues inside literary works mainly depict 
the problems dealing with human and society. As the writer lives inside the 
society, the content of literature affected by how author perceives the 
environment.  
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  Laurenson and Swingewood (1972:13) also state  
 The sociological study of literature is thus a fairly late arrival, for 
although there are today well developed sociologies of religion, 
education, politics, social change, even of such an impressive area as 
ideology, there is virtually no established corpus of knowledge called the 
sociology of literature 
The quotation above shows the importance of sociology of literature as another 
kind of sociological based study in the field of religion, education, politics and 
ideology. Since literature adopts the perspective as the mirror to the age, it 
improves the quality of literature in term of its documentary upon reality.   
 Through that perspective, the researcher is able to analyze the phenomena 
of society and to decide the kind of group that literary work represents. There are 
various perspectives of the sociology of literature in viewing the existence of 
literary works. However, the researcher uses genetic structuralism which focuses 
on the analysis of literary work based on its genetic aspect includes the relation 
between the worldview of the author and his social group and the social-historic 
condition which lies behind the creation of a literary work. In this study, 
employing the theory genetic structuralism, the researcher will reveal the author’s 
worldview represented in the literary work. 
B. Genetic Structuralism 
 Taine, a France literary critic, is believed as the source of the basic theory 
of genetic structuralism (in Laurenson & Swingewood, 1972:31). He argues that a 
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literary work is not merely an individual imaginative work, but it records the 
actual events on its own era which manifests the author’s worldview. The notion 
signifies the connection between literary works (coming out of author’s 
imagination and his understanding towards society) and society’s norms and 
collective consciousness (Wiyatmi, 2013:19). Through literature, the author is 
able to express the norms and collective consciousness of a society. Thus, genetic 
structuralism theory has the role as a bridge in understanding the author’s 
worldview implemented through literary works.    
 Genetic structuralism is an approach to study the relationship of literature 
and worldview expressed in a literary work. Goldmann (1975:156) states that the 
base of genetic structuralism is the hypotheses that all human behaviors are an 
attempt to give a meaningful response to a particular situation. All human 
behaviors try to create the balance between the subject and the object of the 
action, which is brought by the environment. Thus, this study is related to the 
views of human towards the happening issues around his environment. The 
environment includes socio-cultural, economic condition, political situation and 
also the institutions that create the society as a whole.   
 According to Laurenson and Swingewood (1972:68) “genetic 
structuralism seeks firstly to identify certain structures within particular texts, and 
secondly, to relate them to concrete historical and social conditions, to a social 
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group or social class associated with the writer and to the world vision of that 
class.” It means genetic structuralism approach consider to be used in analyzing 
certain structure inside of text and its relation towards the socio-historical context. 
The role of the author becomes important as the author who creates the structure 
of the novel. As well as author’s social groups and class become the concern 
because its influences on author’s worldview according to the issues. In this 
research, the researcher uses Goldmann understanding in defining the theory 
while using Laurenson and Swingewood method for the basis of analyzing the 
text. 
 There are several concepts that need to be understood further in genetic 
structuralism i.e:  
 1. Human Fact 
  Goldmann postulates the concept of literary work as the product of 
human fact. According to Faruk (in Kurniawan, 2012:105) Literature is the 
product of activity or human behavior, physically or verbally, that science seeks 
to understand. Human fact is the result of human activity as the subject. To be the 
subject of human fact, human needs to assimilate and accommodate the 
environment.  Goldmann divides human fact into individual fact and social fact. 
Individual fact relates to someone’s libidinal behavior and dream which is 
individual and has no effect on the life of society. Meanwhile, the social fact is 
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the human fact which is connected with the history and social life of society 
(Kurniawan, 2012:105). However, the literary work is the product of social fact 
because of the existence of literature as the product of human activity which has 
impacts on the life of society.  
 2. Transindividual or Collective Subject 
 In genetic structuralism, the author is regarded as the transindividual 
subject or collective subject that transcends individual boundaries, in which the 
individual is only a part (Goldmann, 1981:110). As the collective subject, the 
author is not a mere collection of independent individuals, but a unity, a 
collectivity. Therefore, the literary work which the author creates is the product of 
the collective subject because it relates to author’s relationship with others and 
the existing system in a society. In this case, the author is seen as a member of a 
particular social group in the society. However, the literary work is the product of 
collective subject because it is based on the relation of the author and society so 
that the literature itself can affect the society. 
 3. Worldview 
 According to Goldmann, (1975:17) worldview or world vision is a term 
used to identify the complex ideas, aspirations and feelings that become a social 
group identity which held together by each member of a social group. These 
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vision usually opposed by another member of a social group (a group, in most 
cases, assumes the existent of social class). Worldview is a concept held by a 
group of people. Another group of people possibly has a different worldview to 
the others and they are also possibly opposed each other’s world view. This case 
is relevant to the conflict of class society which from each class holds different 
value about things. 
  Goldmann states (1981:112) “as collective consciousness, the world view 
development as a result of social and economic situation face by collective 
subject holds.” The statement led to the conclusion that the worldview is also 
influenced by economic and social situation face by a group of people. Therefore, 
the existent of socio-economic issues become the prominent factor towards the 
group of people’s worldview. In this respect, the author’s role is as a subject who 
is important in transcending his views into literary work for he is also a member 
of society.  
 Based on the homology of the structure of literary work and the social 
structure of society, the literary work always has a coherent structure. The 
structure of literary works in genetic structuralism is seen as the expression of a 
worldview of an author’s social group and in an attempt to express his perception; 
the author creates imaginary characters, objects and relations (Goldmann, 
1981:55). The citation signifies that the structure of literary work according to 
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Goldmann refers to the thematic notion which focuses on the relation between the 
character with other characters and the objects around them. Through the analysis 
of the relation above, literature as the imaginary expression is able to express the 
worldview of the author. The worldview correlates and mediates the homology of 
a literary structure with the realities of society.    
C. John Steinbeck Autobiography 
 Steinbeck was born on February 27, 1902 in Central Avenue, Salinas, 
California. His mother, Olive Hamilton is a teacher. While his father, John Ernst 
Steinbeck is a flour mill manager. John is the third of four children and he has 
three sisters. During high school, he was active in sport and other school activities 
even though his only interest is in writing. He got little support from his family 
but found great support from his friends and teachers. His desire to write 
continues till he attended Stanford University in 1919. 
     After over six years, he drops out of Stanford without a degree. 
Following Stanford, Steinbeck tried to devote himself as a freelance writer. He 
moved to New York City where he works there as a construction worker and 
newspaper reporter. Then he back again to California and took a job as a 
caretaker in Lake Tahoe. During that time, Steinbeck wrote his first novel, Cup of 
Gold (1929). At that time he met and married his first wife, Carol Henning. With 
Carol support and paycheck he continued to write and published several novels. 
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Those are Pastures of Heaven, To a God Unknown, Tortilla Flat, In Dubious 
Battle, Of Mice and Men and The Long Valley. 
 Carol Henning influenced Steinbeck’s writings, primarily in his three 
novels entitled Grapes of Wrath, In Dubious Battle and Of Mice and Men. It 
states in Burkhead (2002:11) that his wife introduced him to new people includes 
a group of socialist thinker. Steinbeck never joined the group and the Communist 
Party. Some people, who knew his association with the group of communist, used 
it as ammunition for the charges that he was a communist after three years 
publication of Grapes of Wrath and In Dubious Battle in 1936.  
 The Grapes of Wrath published in 1939 considered as the most finest and 
ambitious Steinbeck’s novel. It tells the story of a depressed family in Oklahoma 
and their struggle to carve out of a new life in Californa at the height of the great 
depression. The book captured vividly the phenomena of the American dream of 
that period. The preparation of writing this novel began when Steinbeck wrote a 
series of news report for San Francisco News in 1936. The reports entitled “The 
Harvest Gypsies” expressed shocking facts about exploitation and living 
conditions of California’s urban workers (Burkhead, 2002:63). According to a 
review written by Shillinglaw “Steinbeck’s works reflect an unflagging 
compassion for the possibilities as well as the lapses of the human condition—
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when we function together as friends, when we experience the loneliness of failed 
dreams” (2013). The novel accompanies Steinbeck earned Pulitzer Prize in 1940.  
 Steinbeck’s cultural and natural approach is not human-centered but 
holistic, seen human and all species bound to the places they inhabit. The 
characters of his novels are intimately connected to the homes and lands. Thus, 
emphasis his ecological vision of humanity’s interdependence toward nature and 
one another. In The Log from the Sea of Cortez, he wrote “Our own interest lay in 
relationships of animal to animal. If one observes in this relational sense, it seems 
apparent that species are only commas in a sentence, that each species is at once 
the point and base of a pyramid, that all life is relational. . . .” (1951:256). 
 In the middle of 1940’s Steinbeck with Ed Rickett, his friend, embark on a 
journey of expedition along the Mexican coast (Burkhead, 2002:101). They spend 
six weeks to collect marine specimens for Rickett works. Through the journey, 
Steinbeck spends his time to interact with Mexican people. His experience 
recorded in his journal entitled The Log from the Sea of Cortez: A Leisurely 
Journal of Travel and Research. After the journey, Steinbeck approached to write 
a screenplay for a film would be produced in Mexico. The screenplay later 
becomes a novella entitled The Pearl which considered as one of Steinbeck 
works concerns with the philosophical of people around him. 
 
22 
 
D. Materialism 
 Materialism is a view that believes all things in the universe are based on 
material things including the consciousness and mental things which are 
considered as material interactions. Materialists, who support the theory, tend to 
deny things related to spiritual objects such as God, spirits, angels, and so on. 
They give more attention to the importance of having material possessions (such 
as money, house and jewelry). According to Seligman (1901) in order to live and 
continue its existence, human beings have to produce and reproduce material 
necessity required for their existence. It means the search for material is 
necessary for the survival of human beings whether they are believed in 
materialism or not. Therefore, in search of material things people tend to be 
blinded by the pleasure. As an impact, the pleasure in gaining material wealth 
often causes negative traits. 
 According to Russel (1985:267), there are three negative impacts which 
appear as a result of materialism behavior: 
     1. Envy 
  Envy considered as negative response or displeasure of other 
person achievements, success, happiness or other desirable possessions. Belk then 
explained that envy, which focuses on another possession, is different with 
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jealousy, while it focuses on own possession. He emphasizes that envy constructs 
involves desire of other’s possessions and also identified with resentment of the 
envious person over the person who owns desired possession.  
        2. Non-generosity 
  Belk defines non-generosity as an unwillingness behavior to share 
or give the possessions to others. It includes reluctance to donate or lend 
possessions to others and negatives attitude towards charity. Non-generosity 
differs with possessiveness, it is stated by Furby (in Belk, 1985:268) that children 
tend to generous as they lend their toy while they also show possessiveness by 
refusing attempts of other to take the toys that have not been offered.  
         3. Possessiveness 
  Possessiveness defined as the inclination to retain or control 
ownership over something. Possessiveness related to possession which can be 
defined as real evidence of someone’s ownership over objects such as person, car, 
house, money even ideas. It appears as evidence that the object someone 
possesses is important or essential for their life.  
 Those three traits signify the negatives outcomes from pursuing 
materialism wealth that is believed as a source of pleasure. People tend to 
measure happiness with the achievement of financial success. According to 
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Kasser and Ryan (1993:411) people who value to attain financial success more 
than affiliation, community feelings or self-acceptance are predicted to have 
negative profiles associated with psychological adjustment. In addition, when 
goals for financial success exceeded the value of affiliation, community feelings 
or self-acceptance, worse psychological adjustment was found. Thus, the 
researcher sees the importance of studying Steinbeck’s worldview, which 
represented on his novella, about the impact of materialism.   
E. History of Colonialism and Pearling in Mexico 
 The spirit of gold, glory and gospel led Spain Empire into the expedition 
to the New World. Nueva Espagna or New Spain was one of the colonial 
territories under the Spain Empire which is nowadays known as Mexico. The 
colonization in Mexico began after the Spanish conquest over Aztec Empire led 
by the conquistadors Hernan Cortez. In 1522, he bestowed to hold the title as 
Governor and Captain General of Nueva Espagna by his sovereign, Carlos V 
(Burton. 2011. Did You Know Mexico Was Once the World’s Major Source of 
Pearls?. http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/2923-did-you-know-mexico-was-
once-the-world-s-major-source-of-pearls. Retrieved on March 2017).  
 Later, Cortez dispatched his lieutenants in every direction to explore and 
conquer more territory to search for gold and other riches. The exploration also 
had a goal to find the possible routes to reach Asia by sea. In conquering other 
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territories, Spaniards even joined forces with the indigenous tribe. Even though, 
Spanish lost in numbers but they still dominate through the wars with the firearms 
and diseases that cost lots of death. The diseases were effectively reducing the 
population of the natives which was still lack in medical treatment and vaccines.  
 Territorial expansion led to the exploitation of natural riches, gold, silver 
and other minerals. Silver gained from Mexico’s mines in that era doubled the 
world supply of silver in less than two centuries. Through this wealth, Spanish 
extended their expansion by developing settlements from the coastal area to the 
central Mexico. Native stonemasons who are known for their skills on building 
temples and pyramids, employed by Spanish to build streets, bridges, cathedral 
and administrative buildings.      
 In the early 1530 Spanish explorers encountered Indians wearing 
necklaces with red berries, shells and blackened pearls when they sailed into the 
Sea of Cortez. They believed that this jewelry has been in this area for over 
hundred years. They also concluded that the blackened pearls are as an impact of 
the process they perform in getting the pearl. Since Indians are lack of tools, the 
only way they can get the pearl is by throwing the shells into the fire (Burton. 
2011. Did You Know Mexico Was Once the World’s Major Source of Pearls?. 
http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/2923-did-you-know-mexico-was-once-the-
world-s-major-source-of-pearls. Retrieved on March 2017). 
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 Since then harvesting the pearls became the prior task for them. The 
pearls become the symbol of high-class society in Europe. “There are thousands 
of pearls sent to Europe on a regular daily basis, where they were incorporated 
into lavishly decorated regalia of many notable European courts” (Hardy, 1977). 
The pearls collecting were restricted during the period of Jesuit mission in Baja 
(1697-1768) but the illegal traffic pearls still persisted. The Spaniards even tried 
to establish settlements on the peninsula which is now known as Baja California.  
 After the declaration of Mexico’s independence, European nations seek to 
find the opportunities on taking the advantage of Baja pearls. In 1825, an English 
traveler R.W.H. Hardy arrived in Mexico on behalf of the General Pearl and 
Coral Fishery Association of London in order to gain prospect for pearls and 
corals. He has the opportunity to visit places that are unexplored by other 
European and observing local knowledge of coastal Indians of north-western 
Mexico. He later realized that this land has more to offer to outsiders than as the 
location of the natural resources (Hardy, 1977). 
 The businessman hired natives to do some jobs in order to explore the 
areas. Some of the natives become divers during the warmer months from May to 
September to explore many shallow coves between La Paz and Mulege. When the 
temperatures and higher tides made the diving difficult, the Indians worked with 
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their canoe in the coastal area to pry oyster shell off the seabed. Their earnings 
are meager and incomparable to the risk they take.  
 Kunz and Stevenson report that by 1857, 95,000 tons of oysters had been 
removed from  the Sea of Cortés, yielding 2770 pounds of pearls, worth 
$5,540,000. Mexico's high-society also lusted after pearls, leading Empress 
Carlota to remark how the ladies attending a theater event all wore dresses 
"covered in pearls" (Kunz and Stevenson, 2001). 
 Baja California became a profitable place for pearling business in 1889. In 
a few years, The Compañía Perlífera de la Baja California which based in La Paz 
had 900 men employee and completely dominated the world pearling industry. 
The largest pearl ever found in the Sea of Cortez was one weighing 372 grains in 
1884 found near Mulege. In Paris, its value was estimated around 85,000 francs 
(about 16600 dollars at the exchange rate of the time). A 400 grains pearl found 
in the same area now forms part of the Spanish crown jewels. 
 According to an article in The New York Times, Baja pearl industry had 
produced more than two million dollars’ worth of pearls in 1902, including some 
of the "finest jewels of this kind found anywhere in the world” (Annon. 2012. 
Mexico’s Pearl Collection Industry:from Boom to Bust in less than 100 Years. 
http://geo-mexico.com/?p=3652. Retrieved on March 2017). The article describes 
several pearls, and emphasizes that the area is well known for its peculiar pearl, 
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the colored and especially the black ones. As mentioned earlier, the native Indians 
wore fire-blackened pearls. This seems to have been a particularly prescient 
choice, given the extremely high premiums long placed on natural black pearls. 
Even today, at least one firm in Baja specializes in producing cultured black 
pearls from rainbow-lipped oysters.  By the time the American writer John 
Steinbeck arrived in Baja in 1941, the glory days of Mexican pearling were over. 
While in La Paz, Steinbeck came across a legendary local tale about the greed 
associated with finding a massive pearl. The story became the basic idea for his 
novella "The Pearl", published in 1947, in which Kino, a pearl-diver, finds a huge 
pearl, "The Pearl of the World" which promises to transform his life. Later, Kino 
becomes a brutal sociopath as the story becomes a dark tale of the costs of 
defying traditional customs. 
F. Literary Elements  
 1. Plot 
 Each story has a beginning and ending, the plot is a device used by the 
author to construct the story from the beginning till the ending. The plot is 
scheme, design, or pattern of events in a play, poem or work of fiction; and 
further, the organization of incident and character in such a way as to induce 
curiosity and suspense in the spectator or reader (Cuddon, 1999:676). The plot 
usually consists of three parts; beginning, middle and ending. The plot structure 
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of a story consists of exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and 
denouement (Kennedy, 1976:9). Plot in literary work consists of actions of the 
characters and events which are ordered to create particular emotional and artistic 
effect. 
 2. Setting 
 Setting is places or locations and times depicted in a story to answer the 
questions when and where the story happens. Setting used by the author to tell the 
readers about the conditions of surrounding of the stories. It often associates as a 
medium to create the atmosphere of a story. The setting is the depiction of the 
general locale, historical time and social circumstances in which the events 
happen; setting of place is about geographical conditions such as town and 
villages while setting of time has something to do with the socio-historical 
background of a story (Abrams, 1999:284).  
 3. Character 
  Character is the figures inside of the story and it can be depicted as 
a human or non-living thing or even abstract entity. The reader invents the 
characters through the basis of what author tells the reader about the characters 
and on the basis of what the characters do and say. Through the actions and 
dialogues told by the characters, the reader can interpret its significances to the 
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story. The characters are part of the broader pattern: they are members of a 
society and author’s distinctive view of how people relate to society will be 
reflected in the representation of every character (Cuddon, 1999:126). The author 
requires more than descriptions of their physical appearances, actions and 
dialogue to make the characters more believable. Therefore, to make the 
characters alive the author develops and describes the character into the details 
such as their response to an event, their views and also such things as thought and 
emotion (Murfin and Ray, 2003:53). According to its role, the character is 
divided into two i.e. protagonist and antagonist. Protagonist character is the main 
hero of the story (Cuddon, 1999:706) while antagonist character is a character 
who works against protagonist struggles (Cuddon, 1999:41).   
G. Previous Studies 
 There are some studies using Genetic Structuralism approach and having 
the similar topic with this research. Those researches are done by some students 
of some universities. They are: 
1. “Steinbeck’s Worldview about American Society and American Dream 
during the Great Depression in Of Mice and Men. (2012) by Dewi 
Anggraini, 
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2. “Genetic Structuralism Analysis on Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis” (2009) 
by Witri Nur’aini, and  
3. “The Unreachable Dream of Labor in John Steinbeck The Grapes of 
Wrath” (2015) by Diska Arum Sekarsari. 
 Those researchers are implementing Goldmann’s genetic structuralism 
approach to analyze the relation of the structure of the novel and social context. 
In their attempts on applying the approach, they use several novels with various 
issues. On their researches they found the author worldview, themes of the novel, 
and historical background.  
 On the first research, the researcher attempts to find the worldview of the 
author about certain issues inside the novel. The novel used by the researcher is 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. The study is similar to this research though 
this research using different novel from the same author. On the contrary, this 
research is not only focusing on the worldview of the author. It puts concern on 
the worldview of society or characters in the novel. However, this research cannot 
ignore the role of author worldview in creating the characters inside this novella.  
 The second research analyzes a novel by Kingsley Amis entitled Lucky 
Jim. The researcher uses genetic structuralism to reveal the correlation of 
historical background and the themes of the novel. It uses a similar approach on 
the different object. The research concerns on intrinsic elements of the novel and 
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its relation with the extrinsic element that is social background. However, the 
objectives of the research similar but it differs in term of implementation because 
it uses different literary work from the different author. 
 The third research analyzes the phenomena inside the novel using the 
same approach. The research is focusing on the phenomena inside the novel 
which is adapted from the real phenomena. The problems discussed labor 
phenomena in the era of the great depression, the worldview and constructed 
ideology. Through the approach, the researcher tries to analyze the correlation 
between ideology and worldview towards its impact on the great depression. 
 Meanwhile, this research which is entitled “Steinbeck’s Worldview 
toward the Effects of Materialism in the Mexican Colonial Era as Reflected in 
The Pearl” is focusing on the author’s worldview toward the effects of 
materialism reflected on the novella and the ways of the author conveying his 
worldviews through employing literary elements inside the novella. From 
learning about the facts of the previous studies above, the researcher decides to 
use the genetic structuralism theory under the sociology of literature approach in 
analyzing the author’s worldview in the novella. The researcher will examine the 
things that have not been examined by the previous studies in the interest of 
enhancing the research on John Steinbeck’s The Pearl. Furthermore, the previous 
researches are treated as inspiration to do this research.    
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H. Conceptual Framework 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sociology of Literature The Pearl (novella) 
 Genetic  Structuralism 
        Worldview 
        John Steinbeck     
 (Author) 
Elements of the 
novella 
Steinbeck’s Worldview toward the Effects of Materialism 
in the Mexican Colonial Era as Reflected in The Pearl 
RQ1: 
What are John Steinbeck’s worldviews 
on the effect of materialism on society 
in Mexican colonial era depicted in The 
Pearl? 
RQ2: 
How does his worldview on the effect 
of materialism represented through the 
elements of the novella? 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design 
 A research design is needed to help the researcher to accomplish the aims 
of the research. This research employs a descriptive qualitative method since it 
involved the collection of data for the purpose of analysis. According to 
Vanderstoep and Johnson (2009:167) this method focusing on social, cultural, 
personal identity and its goal is more descriptive than predictive. Moreover, 
Strauss and Corbin (1998:11) stated that qualitative research is achieved not by 
means of quantification or statistical technique. It can give more complex detail 
about particular phenomena which are difficult to be explained through the 
quantitative method. The findings of a qualitative research are presented in the 
form of words and particular expressions rather than in the form of statistical and 
numerical data that are frequently encountered in the quantitative research. In this 
research, the qualitative method was chosen by the researcher due to its 
characteristics that are appropriate for the study. 
 Besides that, the deductive approach is employed by the researcher as an 
appropriate method in this research. According to Vanderstoep and Johnson 
(2009:168) the deductive approach is a process of research begins with the 
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process of reasoning from a hypothesis or theory before conducting an empirical 
observation and reaching the conclusion. The observation of the studies was 
based on the data sheets. The data sheets include sentences and utterances which 
contain the data needed. 
B. Data and Data Source 
 The object of this analysis is a novella entitled The Pearl by John 
Steinbeck. The novella consists of six chapters. The story is about Kino, a poor 
fisherman who found the great pearl while his son is sick and need help from a 
doctor. Later, this pearl becomes a reason for people to identify themselves as 
Kino and family’s close relative. This pearl makes Kino becomes the most 
wanted person in his city. 
 The novella was written in 1940’s when John Steinbeck traveled with his 
friends. Steinbeck considered The Pearl to be his writing for a screenplay. The 
author provides vivid depictions of social problems through the novella. The 
Pearl allegedly based on real conditions of the indigenous people in that year. The 
novella is also reputably based on a local myth.  
 The research data are expressions in the novella which selectively chose 
by the researcher. The data are presented in the form of expressions related to the 
objectives of the research. The data are displayed into data sheets which are 
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categorized into certain criteria to answer the objectives: (1) to explain the 
Steinbeck’s worldviews toward the effect of materialism in the Mexican colonial 
era depicted through The Pearl, and (2) to reveal the ways John Steinbeck 
describes the phenomena through elements of the novella. 
C. Research Instruments 
  Research instrument is the equipment applied in a certain work, study or 
research for a scientific purpose (Hornby, 1995:619). According to Lincoln and 
Goba, the researcher is the key instrument itself in a qualitative research 
(Vanderstoep and Johnson 2009:188.) The researcher gathers data, observing data 
and selecting data into certain categories. In gathering the data, the researcher is 
encouraged to follow certain procedures or protocols. The researcher also 
analyzes and interprets the data according to the knowledge or schemata 
researcher has on answering the research questions. 
 However, in conducting the research, the researcher considered as the 
main instrument. The researcher planned the research, collected the data, 
scrutinized and interpreted the data and reported the result of the analysis in 
accordance with the procedures. Furthermore, the table list was used by the 
researcher as the secondary instrument. To make the identification of the data 
easier, the researcher also arranged the data and the interpretations into the table 
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list, which helps the researcher to scrutinize the data. The table lists contain 
quotations, pages, category and explanations or meanings. 
D. Data Collection Technique 
 The researcher conducted data collection into several steps to collect the 
data in the novella: 
1. reading the novella carefully and thoroughly to get a deeper 
understanding. In this step, the researcher focuses on understanding the 
main idea of the novella. The researcher also examines every element of 
the story conscientiously. 
2. re-reading the novella to get the comprehensive understanding of the 
issues inside. To get comprehensive understanding the researcher needs to 
scrutinize every expression used by the author in the novella.  
3. marking and recording some of words and sentences related to the topic of 
the research that can be used as evidences. Researcher use questions of the 
research to decide whether the expression or words is possible to be used 
as evidence. 
4. giving descriptions to the data. Based on the research questions and 
literary review, the researcher describes the data that have been marked 
before. Later, the data categorized into groups. 
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5. grouping data into several topics of discussion. To answer the research 
questions the researcher puts the data into two groups. The first group 
labeled for answering the first question while the second group labeled for 
answering the second question. The researcher also develops the group of 
data into categories according to certain indicators. 
6. completing the data by reading carefully and thoroughly the references 
and sources related to the topic discussion. The researcher cross-checked 
the data collected from comprehensive reading to the data from the 
novella in order to achieve validity of the data. The data are presented in 
table sheets as displayed below. 
Table 1. The list of data for Steinbeck’s worldviews on the effect of materialism 
on society in the Mexican colonial era depicted in the novella 
 
No. Quotations Category Explanation Page 
1. 
“Have I 
nothing better 
to do than 
cure insect 
bites for ‘little 
Indians’? I 
am a doctor, 
not a 
veterinary” 
Non-generosity 
As mentioned in the literature 
review that one of the negative 
impacts of materialism 
behaviour is non-generosity. 
The quotation indicates 
doctor’s treatment toward 
Indian patient. The doctor 
character described being 
selective in choosing his 
patient. 
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Table 2. The list of data for the way of Steinbeck’s worldviews on the effect of 
materialism represented through the elements of the novella 
 
No. Quotations Category Explanation Page 
1. 
“After a 
moment the 
big gate 
opened a few 
inches. Kino 
could see the 
green coolness 
of the garden 
and little 
splashing 
fountain 
through the 
opening.” 
Setting 
The quotation shows the 
description about a setting. It 
is stated that the house of the 
doctor has certain features 
indicate his level of society. 
The description of a house 
with a big gate, garden and 
fountain used by the author to 
emphasize richness the doctor 
possessed. 
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E. Data Analysis 
 In this research, there were several steps to analyze the data. According to 
Creswell, the process of the data analysis involves six steps (Creswell, 2009:185). 
The following steps are: 
1. Organizing and preparing the data for analysis. The data are collections of 
expressions from the novella that the researcher collected and put into 
groups. 
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2. Reading thoroughly all the data. The researcher read the data thoroughly 
to get the general sense, information and to grasp the meaning. Moreover, 
by reading thoroughly the whole data, the researcher also can get 
information about the tone of ideas, the use of information and credibility 
of the data. 
3. Running coding process to make the detailed analysis. According to 
Rossman & Rallis (in Creswell 2009: 186) coding is the process of 
organizing raw material into some groups. The process started from 
collecting sentences, words or expression, arranging the data into 
categories and putting the labels into groups. The coding process 
conducted based on research questions. 
4. Using the coding process to create description related to the topic 
discussions. The researcher connected the description of the data towards 
the theories to get the findings based on the objectives of the research. 
Thus, the descriptions have to include supporting evidence and quotations. 
The description showed in this process can be used by the researcher for 
headings in the findings section. 
5. Developing descriptions and the topic of discussion that will be 
represented into qualitative narrative. The researcher used narrative 
passage to convey the findings of the analysis. The researcher presented 
41 
 
the detailed discussion about the topics complete with illustrations, 
quotations and themes. 
6. Interpreting the meaning of the data. The interpretation of the data must 
be based on the researcher’s own understanding, knowledge and schemata 
about the topics. In interpreting the data, the researcher also uses 
information from the literature and theories.  
F. Trustworthiness 
 The trustworthiness of the data is checked using two requirements of 
qualitative research trustworthiness; qualitative validity and qualitative reliability. 
According to Gibbs (Creswell, 2009:190) qualitative validity obtained by the 
researcher by employing certain procedures to check for the accuracy of the 
findings, while qualitative reliability used to show the consistency of the 
approach used by the researcher across different researchers and different 
projects. The researcher presented a deep and detailed observation of the data in 
order to make the data credible enough. Yin (in Creswell, 2009:190) suggests that 
researchers need to document procedures and many of the steps of the procedures 
as possible.   
 Furthermore, the researcher used peer debriefing to check the validity of 
the findings. The strategy involves other people to examine, ask and review the 
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research (Creswell, 2009:192). In order to achieve this, the researcher consulted 
the data to the thesis supervisor Dr. Widyastuti Purbani, M.A. Besides, the 
researcher discussed the research to the peer-review; Denis Ayu Saputri and 
Nabil Bakri. The discussion is conducted to get some suggestions, input and 
criticism related to the research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
43 
 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
 This research is aimed at describing Steinbeck’s worldview toward the 
effects of materialism depicted in the novella and revealing the way John 
Steinbeck describes the phenomena through elements of the novella. In order to 
do so, there are two objectives to focus on. In this chapter, the discussion is 
divided into two main sections, i.e (1) the effects of materialism represented in 
the novella and (2) the analysis of literary elements. The objectives are 
represented through the description and explanation of data findings.  
A. The Effects of Materialism Represented in the Novella 
 The use of genetic structuralism approach in analyzing the literary work is 
to reveal the author’s worldview underlies the novella that he or she wrote. As the 
researcher explained in the literature review, an author’s worldview is a 
representation of a group of people’s worldview in which the author lives and 
understands the customs of the people. The author’s worldview is not something 
coming out of merely an author’s ideas but it also involved certain process of 
understanding about the values and norms author got from observing his 
surroundings.  Therefore, the surrounding holds the important role in influencing 
the kinds of worldview that author represents through the literary works.  
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 In this research, the researcher found Steinbeck’s worldview embedded 
into his literary work entitled The Pearl. His worldview towards the effect of 
materialism represented through the story by employing key elements of the 
novella. The story deals with Kino, a poor Mexican fisherman, found an 
enormous pearl that later attracts a lot of people and leads him into an unexpected 
journey. Coyotito, Kino and Juana’s child, is bitten by a scorpion and the doctor 
refuses to treat him. In order to pay the doctor, Kino and his family decided to 
find the pearl. Shortly after he discovered a great pearl, the news spread really 
fast throughout the village and town. The townsfolks already think about the 
schemes of how to get the pearl and the people in the village start to relate 
themselves being a part of Kino’s family. The pearl not only brings luck to 
Kino’s family but it also brings dangers. The doctor tries to steal it and the pearl 
buyers try to cheat him while he tries to sell it. The condition forced Kino’s 
family to flee from his village to sell the pearl.   
 The discovery of the great pearl triggered certain tension around the 
society. Prominently for Kino’s family who is suddenly well known by the people 
around the village and town. The pearl also changes the way Kino’s family see 
the people around them and the way people from village and town see Kino’s 
family. There are three traits shown by the characters as an impact of the great 
pearl discovery i.e; possessiveness, envy and non-generosity. In the below 
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section, the researcher specifies the findings of the effect of materialism 
represented on the novella. 
1. Possessiveness  
 The most dominant trait the researcher found as the result of pearl 
discovery is possessiveness. In term of materialism, the trait of possessiveness 
can be hold by anyone who has the desire to own someone’s things. Almost all of 
the characters in the novella possess this trait though there are different motives 
which trigger each character to show it. The trait can be seen in their dialogues, 
and their way of thinking and acting through the story.   
 This dominant trait is shown by Kino, the main character, in the novella. 
Kino is a simple sailor who lives with his wife Juana and son Coyotito. Kino 
comes from the Indian tribe of La Paz, the native who inhabited the area long 
before the colonies came and marginalized their existence. For Kino’s tribe, their 
main problems are three namely poverty, disease and hunger. When Coyotito is 
stung by a scorpion, Kino’s family is suffered and confused with the baby’s 
condition. Besides, Coyotito is their only child who is everything they have. 
Therefore their effort to bring the son to the doctor and desperately seek the pearl 
for the treatment fee can be seen as a worthy effort for his son’s healing. 
Knowing the great pearl he found is more than enough for medical expenses, 
Kino put his dreams and hopes on that pearl. 
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 "My son will read and open the books, and my son will write and 
will know writing. And my son will make numbers, and these 
things will make us free because he will know - he will know and 
through him we will know." And in the pearl Kino saw himself 
and Juana squatting by the little fire in the brush hut while 
Coyotito read from a great book. "This is what the pearl will do," 
said Kino.”(Steinbeck, 1947:13) 
Kino prioritizes education as the main thing his son should have, so he hopes with 
this pearl he can send his son to school. He hopes the education will make his 
family and his people free from the oppression of the colonialists. In this case, the 
author reveals that education is one of the means of domination of the 
colonialists. By seizing access to education, the indigenous people will never get 
enough knowledge about freedom. Therefore education is very vital for their 
people and through the pearl Kino will be able to acquire what they want. 
 In the pearl he saw Coyotito sitting at a little desk in a school, just 
as Kino had once seen it through an open door. And Coyotito was 
dressed in a jacket, and he had on a white collar, and a broad 
silken tie. Moreover, Coyotito was writing on a big piece of paper. 
Kino looked at his neighbours fiercely. "My son will go to 
school," he said, and the neighbours were hushed. (Steinbeck, 
1947:13). 
The quotation above also explains that Kino is convinced of the possibility to 
send his son to school. He informs this happy news before his neighbors that his 
son will soon resemble the child of the colonialists who went to school that he 
once saw. He imagines his son dressed as a colonialist child. It implies that he not 
only desires education but also the proper clothing that the colonialists use. In 
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addition to education, clothing is also a distinguishing feature between the 
colonialists and the native populations. 
 Kino is no longer a simple minded person. He has ambitions and plans 
and, of course, this brings various consequences for himself and his family. 
“Consequently Kino was afraid of plans, but having made it one, he could never 
destroy it. And to meet the attack, Kino was already making a hard skin for 
himself against the world. His eyes and his mind probed for danger before it 
appeared” (Steinbeck, 1947:15). Kino realizes that his plans will not fulfill easily. 
For that reason, he needs strong ambition and determination. He also has to be 
ready to fight anyone who challenges his dream. It also indicates that Kino is also 
alert and suspicious of his neighbors who can be said as the nearest threat to his 
dreams.  
 Other characters affected by possessiveness are Kino’s neighbor. The 
neighbors are having a close sense of togetherness. This sense of togetherness 
also appears in the case of the discovery of the pearl by the Kino’s family. 
Instantly when they heard the news they speculated about their imaginations on 
having that pearl. 
 They spoke of what they would do if they had found the pearl. 
And one man said that he would give it as a present to the Holy 
Father in Rome. Another said that he would buy Masses for the 
souls of his family for a thousand years. Another thought he might 
take the money and distribute it among the poor of La Paz; and a 
fourth thought of all the good things one could do with the money 
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from the pearl, of all the charities, benefits, of all the rescues one 
could perform if one had money (Steinbeck, 1947:22). 
The quotation above explains about the people’s reaction after they found out that 
Kino had found the pearl. Their dreams and hopes which are attached to Kino’s 
pearl lead to the conclusion of people’s interests in Kino’s great pearl. They hope 
that they were supposed to have a similar fate with Kino. They have different 
dreams but the same way to achieve that dream is by having the great pearl. By 
selling the great pearl, which certainly has a doubled sale price or even more than 
a regular pearl, they will get a lot of money that will eventually fulfill their 
dreams. 
 This leads to their sense of curiosity to know the amount of money Kino 
can get by selling the great pearl. “The morning of this day the canoes lay lined 
up on the beach; the fishermen did not go out to dive for pearls, for there would 
be too much happening, too many things to see, when Kino went to sell the great 
pearl” (Steinbeck, 1947:22). This event is a very rare for them. It is not every day, 
months or even years they can see that someone of their tribe who is suddenly 
rich. So they are willing to leave their daily life to witness this event. It also 
proves them the presence of strong ties between fellow citizens. 
 The feeling of possessiveness leads them to the desire to have the same 
thing with Kino. Moreover, it is strengthened with a sense of togetherness that 
makes the neighbors believe about the luck brought by the pearl. The pearl that 
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they have never seen might as well be sold for money that they never had. “The 
needs, the lusts, the hungers, of everyone and only one person stood in the way 
and that was Kino, so that he becomes curiously every man's enemy” (Steinbeck, 
1947:11-12). Their interest in Kino could be said to have the same reason as the 
colonists do. They can see the pearl that everybody wants with their own eyes. 
This, of course, gives rise to the turmoil within them arising in the form of 
schemes, plans and dreams. 
 The news about pearl is not only known by the indigenous people but also 
people of the descendants of colonists, including a pastor of a church located in 
the middle of town. “It came to the priest walking in his garden, and it put a 
thoughtful look in his eyes and a memory of certain repairs necessary to the 
church. He wondered what the pearl would be worth. And he wondered whether 
he had baptized Kino's baby, or married him for that matter” (Steinbeck, 
1947:11). The priest immediately imagined what he can do with the pearl owned 
by Kino. He tries to remember about the deeds he has done to Kino’s family that 
make him worth to get the benefit of the great pearl. This shows that the pastor 
has been affected by the same thing. One of the colonialism's missions is gospel 
or spreading the religion. In this sense, the spirit of religious propagation 
underlying colonialism is another form of colonialization. In addition, the 
colonization is not only in the form of wealth property but also in term of religion 
or belief. 
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 It is not only Kino’s neighbor who are trying to connect themselves to 
him, but the priest and the doctor who are descendants of the colonialists. The 
doctor, who previously refused to treat Kino’s child and even refused to come to 
the territory of the indigenous settlement, changed his attitude after he had heard 
the news. 
 The news came to the doctor where he sat with a woman whose 
illness was age, though neither she nor the doctor would admit it. 
And when it was made plain who Kino was, the doctor grew stern 
and judicious at the same time. "He is a client of mine," the doctor 
said. "I am treating his child for a scorpion sting." And the doctor's 
eyes rolled up a little in their fat hammocks and he thought of 
Paris. He remembered the room he had lived in there as a great and 
luxurious place (Steinbeck, 1947:11).  
The doctor previously mentioned that Kino came from the indigenous race that is 
lower class than him, but after hearing the news his opinion about him changed. 
Instead he tells others about his patients who found the pearl. The doctor can be 
said as a person who can afford and have money and status as an educated person 
was still enamored by the pearl. His ambition is shown by his change of attitude 
towards Kino and his speculations that come after he hears the news. 
 As with the doctor and the pastor, the existences of the pearl buyers are 
very important for the lives of native citizens. The pearl buyers are the only place 
to go for Indian people after they finished all day long looking for the pearl. They 
have full power over the price of each pearl brought by pearl divers. They signify 
colonial dominance in the economic realm of the pearl divers. “And when the day 
51 
 
had come, in the offices of the pearl buyers, each man sat alone with his little 
black velvet tray, and each man rolled the pearls about with his finger-tips and 
considered his part in the picture” (Steinbeck, 1947:21). After hearing the news 
about Kino’s great pearl, they just know what he will do with his pearl. The pearl 
buyers plan something against Kino’s pearl, so they can make as much profit as 
possible from the pearl. For that, they need to work together to fool the pearl 
diver so that they share a role in planning price game to get inexpensive but good 
quality of pearl. 
 The trait of possessiveness shown by the characters above has different 
motives. After the pearl discovery, Kino believes that he can own anything he 
wants such as clothes, riffle and even send his son to school like the colonists do. 
Meanwhile, other people who heard the news about someone who discover the 
great pearl start to dream what they could do if they have the pearl. These people 
are Kino’s neighbors, the doctor and the pastor who are obsessed with the great 
pearl Kino has. 
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2. Envy 
 The second trait appears as an impact of materialism the researcher found 
is envy. Envy is a resent feeling about someone's possession of something. The 
feeling of envy is characterized by the inherent sense of possessiveness towards 
materials that other people have while they do not have. “The neighbors, close 
pressed and silent in the house, nodded their heads at his wild imaginings. And a 
man in the rear murmured: A rifle. He will have a rifle” (Steinbeck, 1947:13). 
The neighbors know that Kino can get whatever he wants through the pearl. And 
what he will dream becomes everyone’s attention. It includes his desire to own a 
riffle. It is an object that rarely possessed by a native. Normally they prefer to buy 
clothes and foods but since the amount of money he can get will be more than 
enough to buy them, Kino desires something else. Besides of its necessity, the 
riffle is a thing they have seen and closely related to the colonialist descendants. 
It is often attributed as the symbol of power that Kino will have as a man and as a 
native.  
 Surely the neighbors became envy of Kino’s fortune on finding the pearl. 
They become more envious when he tells them all of his dreams that will soon 
become real. The dream that he can easily achieved with the great pearl. “All of 
the neighbors hoped that sudden wealth would not turn Kino's head, would not 
make a rich man of him, would not graft onto him the evil limbs of greed and 
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hatred and coldness” (Steinbeck, 1947:22). Their hopes for Kino’s family can be 
regarded as an expression of their resentful towards the great pearl. This is also as 
a sign of their worries. They are worried about Kino's behavior that after 
becoming rich, he will change his behavior to be a greedy and arrogant person. 
Their prejudices clearly show that they are not happy about Kino’s family after 
they got the pearl. 
 Not only Kino’s neighbors but also the doctor who are envy to see him 
founding a pearl. Another example of a sense of envy is experienced by doctor 
who in fact is an educated colonialist descendant.  
 The doctor shrugged, and his wet eyes never left Kino's eyes. He 
knew the pearl would  be buried in the house, and he thought Kino 
might look toward the place where it was buried. "It would be a 
shame to have it stolen before you could sell it," the doctor said 
(Steinbeck, 1947:18). 
  
The above quotation shows the doctor’s thought that Kino does not deserve to 
possess the great pearl. He considered himself to be the one who suits for 
possessing the great pearl. He subtly states that he is richer and more capable to 
keep the pearl. This feeling also becomes the motive of his great desire to get a 
share of the pearl by treating Kino’s son. 
The second trait, envy, is mainly shown by the neighbors and the doctor. 
Basically the trait of envy is trigered by the displeasure towards someone’s 
material possession. The neighbors are envy because of their discontent with 
Kino’s great pearl and his dreams. This circumstance led them to assume about 
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bad things that will happen to Kino’s family. While the doctor’s envy  caused by 
his displeasure on seeing the great pearl on Kino’s hand. He considers himself 
much worthy on keeping the great pearl than Kino.    
3. Non-generosity 
 The impact of materialism can also lead to non-generosity trait. 
Fundamentally, non-generosity is based on a person's tendency not to share what 
he has to others. The attitude of non-generosity arises because of someone who 
always prioritizes himself or their own selfish interests. The example of non-
generosity is shown by the doctor character. His character reflects a money-
oriented figure. “Has he any money? The doctor demanded. "No they never have 
any money. I, I alone in the world am supposed to work for nothing- and I am 
tired of it. See if he has any money” (Steinbeck, 1947:6). As a doctor, he thinks 
that the knowledge he has cannot be shared freely to anyone even though that 
person is in urgently need of it. He thinks that his work can only be exchanged 
with the appropriate amount of money. When Kino came to his mansion, the 
doctor question is about payment or money that emphasizes his orientation 
toward material possession. 
 The economy of the native depends on the colonialists. The colonials are 
supporters of financial for the native who work as pearl divers. Nevertheless, the 
pearl buyer is not a bunch of good people they can hang on to in the field of pearl 
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trading. Therefore, the existence of pearl buyer is very important for the survival 
of the natives. “Quite apart from any reward they might get, from any word of 
praise, from any promotion, a pearl buyer was a pearl buyer, and the best and 
happiest pearl buyer was he who bought for the lowest prices”(Steinbeck, 
1947:21). The quotation underlies that through their bargaining expertise, a pearl 
buyer has full power over the pearl price. Furthermore, the natives who do not 
understand the actual pearl prices in the market are easily manipulated by them.  
 We do not know what prices are paid in other places," said Juan 
Tomás. "How can we know what is a fair price, if we do not 
know what the pearl buyer gets for the pearl in another place." 
 "That is true," said Kino, "but how can we know? We are here, we 
are not there." 
 As they walked up towards the city the crowd grew behind 
them, and Juan Tomás, in pure nervousness, went on 
speaking. 
 "Before you were born, Kino," he said, "the old ones thought of a 
way to get more money for their pearls. They thought it would be 
better if they had an agent who took all the pearls to the capital 
and sold them there and kept only his share of the profit." 
 Kino nodded his head. "I know," he said. "It was a good thought." 
 "And so they got such a man," said Juan Tomás, "and they pooled 
the pearls, and they started him off. And he was never heard of 
again and the pearls were lost. Then they got another man, and 
they started him off, and he was never heard of again. And so they 
gave the whole thing up and went back to the old way" (Steinbeck, 
1947:23). 
 
The above conversation shows that their nescience of the actual pearl price 
becomes the benefit for the pearl buyers in that town. By minimizing pearl price 
information elsewhere, the pearl buyer gets full control of the pearl price in that 
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town. As an authority, they have the will to raise or lower the price of pearl as 
they wish. Although the natives are already tried to penetrate the boundary and 
sell the pearl in other cities, still they were defeated by the power of the pearl 
buyer. So there is no other choice for them to sell the pearl elsewhere except to 
the pearl buyer in the town. Their unwillingness to share the fair profit between 
the seller and the buyer signifies non-generosity traits shown by the pearl buyer. 
 The third trait is shown by the doctor and the pearl buyers. The doctor 
does not want to share his knowledge or skill to treat Kino’s son because of 
Kino’s lack of money. The doctor only treats the patient who has money to pay 
his deed. While the other character, pearl buyers, are reluctant to share a fair 
profit between them and the people who sell their pearls. These people are trying 
to manipulate Indian people’s ignorance to the pearl’s price. This way, the pearl 
buyers can monopolize the market and the pearl’s price. 
 The researcher found that Steinbeck’s views on the effects of materialism 
in this novella are leaning towards the negative side. The author tries to remind 
the audience of the materialistic behavior that leads to certain negative impacts 
toward an individual or even a society. Through the points above, the researcher 
explains the data found which divided into certain categories. The first trait, 
possessiveness, explains about the effect of materialism on the desire of someone 
to own other’s thing. The desire becomes the drive of someone to do anything in 
order to obtain the thing. In fulfilling this desire, sometimes someone is losing 
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himself in the path of unknown. It can be seen in Kino’s character through his 
lost and regained consciousness to the value of a material thing. It is in 
accordance with Steinbeck’s view he wrote in one of his travelogue books 
entitled The Log from Sea of Cortez.  
 He is the only animal who lives outside of himself, whose drive is in 
external things-property, houses, money, concepts of power. He lives in 
his cities and factories, in his business and job and art. But having 
projected himself into this these external complexities, he is them. His 
house, his automobile are part of him and a large part of him (1951:48).  
 
The above quote represents his view on seeing human as an animal that has 
interests in material things such as houses, property and money. The man is the 
only animal who has the opportunity to seize the whole world. Some species may 
dig holes to live, others may weave nest or take possession of hollow trees. But 
human has the ability to change and take them all, cut the trees off or turn the 
empty soil into a concrete jungle, with their possessiveness trait. Once they put 
their drive on this material gaining, they will be unconsciously deceived by the 
things they want to possess.    
 The second trait the researcher found, envy, is regarded as a response 
towards someone else possession. This effect is basically a manifestation of 
unpleasant feeling towards other’s material possession. In this novella, it can be 
seen through the neighbors and doctor characters. Their envious feeling appears 
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as a response towards Kino’s possession of the great pearl. Envy makes the 
neighbors become insecure and unhappy while for the doctor, it makes him more 
likely to take Kino’s great pearl. Through the trait of envy, the author tries to 
convey the effect of materialism which gave impact on raising the tension inside 
the society. “We could understand, because we could feel, how the Indians of the 
gulf, hearing about the great ant-doings of the north, might shake their head sadly 
and say, “but it is crazy, it would be nice to have a new Ford cars and running 
water, but not at the cost of insanity” (1951:139). The quote underlies Steinbeck’s 
concern towards social gap which triggers envy. It depicts the condition of 
American Indian people in Mexico responses toward the development of United 
States economy at that time. It criticizes the economic discrepancy which 
signified by the ability to buy goods that triggers the trait of envy. “There is no 
poverty in your country and no misery. Everyone has a Ford” (1951:140). The 
citation signifies the possession of material thing such car as their motive of envy. 
They think the measurement of poverty is material possession, which they believe 
having the ability to free them out of misery. However, this thought will drive 
them to gain material things until they found the most instant way by gaining 
those things through horrible ways.    
  The third trait, non-generosity, is the feeling of reluctance to share with 
others. In this novella, the trait is represented by the colonist descendant 
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characters; the doctor and the pearl buyers. The doctor does not want to share his 
ability to cure a poor sick person freely. The pearl buyers are reluctant to share 
fair profits with the pearl sellers who are Indian people. Through the great pearl 
phenomenon, the author emphasizes their motives behind their every course of 
actions. The doctor approaches Kino to cure his child in order to get money and 
the pearl buyers try to play with Kino’s pearl price. Both characters depict human 
orientation in gaining money or material possession for their own interest. The 
obsession towards material gaining turns them into greedy persons. “But at La 
Paz the pearl oyster drew men from all over the world. And, as in all 
concentrations of natural wealth, the terrors of greed were let loose on the city 
again and again” (19951:56). The passage shows Steinbeck’s concern for 
mankind greediness in exploiting nature wealth. Historically, the pearl oyster of 
La Paz is well known for its high quality and value. Thus, the existence of natural 
wealth is not easily separated with greed and the thirst of human beings over 
wealth. 
B. Literary Elements Representing Author’s Worldview on the Effects of        
Materialism 
 A literary element is a distinctive aspect that can be found in any form of 
narrative. It   functions as a utility for the reader in understanding literary works. 
It is also considered as a tool for the author in constructing the story. Through the 
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literary elements the author represents his ideas or views. However, it is also used 
as the aid in analyzing literary works. There are three literary elements used by 
the author that the researcher found i.e. character, plot and setting.   
1. Character 
 A character is a person or thing that personifies human’s act in a story, 
novel, or playwright. By the development of the character, it can be divided into 
main or major character and minor character. The major character usually 
develops through the plot of the story or round while the minor character is flat. 
The character can be divided by their roles into protagonist and antagonist. The 
protagonist character is considered as the main character or the hero of the story, 
while antagonist character is a character who works against the main character.  
 a. Kino  
 Through the protagonist, the author articulates his view about American 
Indians response towards the materialism phenomenon. Kino is the major 
character who experienced the lost and regained consciousness toward his 
understanding on material possession. He is an Indian fisherman who lives in a 
coastal village in La Paz. He has a wife named Juana and a son named Coyotito. 
“Kino was young and strong and his black hair hung over his brown forehead. 
His eyes were warm and fierce and bright and his mustache was thin and coarse” 
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(Steinbeck, 1947:2). It depicted clearly about the physical description of Kino. By 
looking at the description, the author represents Kino as an Indian. The great 
pearl, the representation of material possession, that Kino found turns his simple 
life completely into a complex life. 
  Kino, as a modest fisherman, had never before found such a pearl. The 
pearl instantly conjures up his hidden ambitions. “Kino's face was set, and his 
mind and his will were set. "This is our one chance," he said. "Our son must go to 
school” (Steinbeck, 1947:20). Through the citation, it can be seen that Kino’s 
ambition is indicated by his eagerness to send his son to a school. It is also proved 
by saying that this is their only chance, that the pearl is the only way to be able to 
send their child to school. The ambition is also based on his intention to make his 
son as the first literate man in his tribe.  
  Other evidence is marked by the anger of Kino to Juana, who previously 
said that the pearl is pure evil. This is rejected by Kino because he sees that pearl 
is the only thing that will make his family prosperous. "Do not speak any more. In 
the morning we will sell the pearl, and then the evil will be gone, and now the 
hush, my wife" (Steinbeck, 1947:20). The statement also shows that his ambitions 
have blinded him to the uncertainties that will happen. His ambition leads him to 
a belief that something good comes after they sold the pearl. Though selling pearl 
is not an easy way especially the pearl they have is not the usual pearl. 
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 Kino can sense the possibilities of the dreams and he has the way to 
achieve it through the pearl. It makes him confident to prove that the dream can 
be real. This can be seen when Kino decides to sell his pearl in another city. “For 
his dream of the future was real and never to be destroyed, and he had said "I will 
go," and that made a real thing too. To determine to go and to say it was to be 
halfway there” (Steinbeck, 1947:28). His decision to go is a unanimous decision, 
so no one can take it for granted. Moreover, he sees that the mission of realizing 
his dream is a noble thing that only he can do. 
 His successful attempt to break out from the pearl buyers’ trickery also 
made him feel sure if he will succeed in selling the pearl. He managed to do 
things that no one else did. "I will win over it. We will have our chance." His fist 
pounded the sleeping-mat. "No one will take our fortune from us," he said. His 
eyes softened then and he raised a gentle hand to Juana's shoulder. "Believe me," 
he said. "I am a man." And his face grew crafty” (Steinbeck, 1947:30). He 
believes that as a man he can do anything to make the dreams come true. He feels 
confident that Juana should trust his idea as well and have no doubt about the 
pearl. 
 Kino decided to sell the great pearl to the pearl buyers outside the town. 
For years they did not have enough courage to go out of town to sell pearls after a 
past event where some people tried to sell pearls in the capital but their fate 
remain unknown. "In the morning we will take our canoe and we will go over the 
63 
 
sea and over the mountains to the capital, you and I. We will not be cheated. I am 
a man” (Steinbeck, 1947:30). Kino's determination is showed by his decision to 
oppose the rules and warnings. He believes as the head of the family he can never 
be cheated again after he got away from the pearl buyers deception. Kino knew 
that the journey he was going to take is not easy. He also understands there will 
be dangers that challenge him. “Will they follow us? "" They will try, "said 
Kino." Whoever finds us will take the pearl. Oh, they will try” (Steinbeck, 
1947:37). His bravery and determination reassure him as if he were challenging 
all the impending threats. It indicates that Kino is ready for all the consequences 
he will have after he decides to challenge destiny. 
 The more he wants to realize his dreams, the more he is trapped in the 
unknown. The decision he made lead him into the dark path. It directs him into 
the thing he dislikes, but he dares to take the stance against them. It was shown 
when he found that he had been tracked by some armed men.  
But Kino had become as cold and deadly as steel. Deliberately he 
threw the lever of the riffle, and then he raised the gun and aimed 
deliberately and fired. He saw his enemy tumble backward into the 
pool, and Kino strode to the water. In the moonlight he could see the 
frantic eyes, and Kino aimed and fired between the eyes (Steinbeck, 
1947:46).  
Kino valiantly fights the three men alone. Pearl transforms him into a cold and 
tough figure portrayed by the author as cold and deadly as steel. He did not 
hesitate to fire the trackers and killed one of them. 
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 It was too late when he found that the only child he was fighting for was 
gone. Moreover, his death was caused by his own fault. At this point he began to 
realize that the pearl had directed him into horrible things. “The pearl was ugly; it 
was gray, like a malignant growth. And Kino heard the music of the pearl, 
distorted and insane. Kino's hand shook a little, and he turned slowly to Juana and 
held the pearl out to her” (Steinbeck, 1947:48). Kino realizes that what Juana 
said, that the pearl is evil, is true. Kino's resignation was shown by handing the 
pearl to Juana. He realizes that his most precious treasure is not a pearl but the 
family he already has, Coyotito and Juana but now there is only Juana. The act of 
handing the pearl to Juana is his redemption attempt and as a sign of apology. He 
regrets why she did not surrender the pearl's fate to Juana while Coyotito is still 
alive. 
 By employing Kino as a major character the author tries to give vivid 
illustration towards the effect of materialism through American Indians’ 
perspective. Through Kino, the author depicts the effects of materialism 
especially on someone’s motivation on pursuing materialistic things. After he got 
the pearl, he wants to sell it and own other things such as clothes, a riffle and 
sending his son to school. Thinking that by selling the great pearl they will get a 
lot of money, he believes it brings the fortune to his family.  His belief led him to 
be brave and confidence in facing every threat that comes after his pearl. He has 
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made up his mind to sacrifice anything even himself to earn a lot of money 
through selling the pearl. In the end, his decision on keeping the pearl led the 
family into a misfortune. He realized his effort becomes fruitless when his only 
child killed in the journey of selling the pearl. The presence of material which 
symbolizes with the great pearl gave them certain impacts on their perception of 
things. Every his course of action that is driven by his ambition on pursuing 
material possession led him to a destruction. Through Kino’s character, Steinbeck 
tries to show to the audience on the destructive impact of materialism. 
 Kino’s character is an embodiment of Steinbeck’s worldview on the effect 
of materialism that can change the human’s perception about the value of material 
possession. Kino’s struggle in keeping the pearl becomes an illustration of human 
reliance on material thing or possession. He believes his great pearl is a 
manifestation of the miracle that can get him out of misery. Unconsciously, his 
commitment to bring his family into a better life blinded him upon other 
important things. Through the character of Kino, Steinbeck attempts to criticize 
overly devotion to material possession. This over devotion often led human into 
unending thirst for worldly gaining. Thus, some of them, such as Kino, turned 
into a greedy person and ended up in suffering.  
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 b. The Doctor, The Priest and The Pearl Buyers 
 Those three characters are the portrayal of colonial force that oppressed 
Indian people. They are the antagonists of the story. The characters are important 
because they represent colonial attitudes toward American Indian people. Each 
character holds special role inside the society that makes their presence is 
essential for Indians people. The doctor symbolizes oppression to access to 
health, the pearl buyers symbolize the oppression in the economic field and the 
priest symbolizes the infiltration through their belief system. 
 In term of their acceptance, the doctor is a character that is well known for 
his arrogance by the Indians. Like other colonists do, the doctor does not show 
any interest in native society. He is only oriented towards the treasure or on the 
amount of money paid to him after he finishes his job. This makes him an 
ignorant physician to the natives who have no money. “The doctor never came to 
the cluster of brush houses. Why should he, when he had more than he could do 
to take care of the rich people who lived in the stone and plaster houses of the 
town?” (Steinbeck, 1947:4). He is only concerned with patients who have a lot of 
money who are living in the town. As a doctor, he should be bound by his duties 
to save mankind. But the doctor’s human side in here has blinded by the amount 
of payment he is going to receive after treated his patient. Meanwhile, the pearl 
buyers described as a friendly figure. “A stout slow man sat in an office waiting. 
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His face was fatherly and benign, and his eyes twinkled with friendship” 
(Steinbeck, 1947:24). Hospitality becomes one of their main weapons to deceive 
the pearl sellers. The pearl buyers are intelligent people who can manage their 
expressions so they can be seen as a humble person. It makes them to look as if 
they are the people who are helping their finances.  
 In contrast with the characters above, the priest is highly respected by the 
Indians. He is regarded as a respectable person by the citizens because of the 
teachings he carries and because of his expertise in Biblical teaching. “The Father 
is coming - the priest is coming." The men uncovered their heads and stepped 
back from the door, and the women gathered their shawls about their faces and 
cast down their eyes. Kino and Juan Tomás, his brother, stood up” (Steinbeck, 
1947:14). His position as a respectable citizen is indicated by the actions of the 
Indians when they see the priest coming in. They lower their gaze and take off 
their hats when they see him. This response is different when the doctor comes 
though it can be said that both are knowledgeable people. The reason that makes 
the priest’ presence is respected by the natives is that the priest thinks of them as 
his children, in contrast to the doctor who is reluctant to treat patients from the 
Indians people. 
 In term of their responses toward the great pearl phenomenon are 
different. The doctor’s response is explicitly seen by his decision to visit Kino’s 
house directly after he heard the news. His over orientation towards the property 
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makes him to put aside his arrogance momentarily. He uses everything even his 
own pride to get what he wants. After treating Coyotito, the doctor just asks about 
the payment. Here the author shows the doctor manipulative side.  
 The doctor was closing his bag now. He said, "When do you think 
you can pay this bill?" He said it even kindly. 
 "When I have sold my pearl I will pay you," Kino said. "You have 
a pearl? A good pearl?" the doctor asked with interest. And then 
the chorus of the neighbors broke in. "He has found the Pearl of 
the World," they cried, and they joined forefinger with thumb to 
show how great the pearl was. "Kino will be a rich man," they 
clamored. "It is a pearl as one has never seen." (Steinbeck, 
1947:18).  
Eventhough he already knew that Kino has a great pearl, he tried to ascertain the 
existence of the great pearl to ask them directly. It can be seen that the only one 
who motivates the doctor to visit the Kino’s house after previously he rejected 
them is the pearl.  It cannot be denied that the effect of the great pearl also evokes 
greed motive doctor and made him want to get a piece of the pearl so that he 
could fulfill his desire. 
 After they heard the news, the pearl buyers arranged the plan to bid 
Kino’s pearl because there will be no other place for Kino to sell his pearl except 
to them. The Indian people consider their knowledge in pearl’s quality, price, 
even its use. They are experts in bargaining pearl so they can make the price in 
accordance with their wishes. They use any kind of tricks to bargain with the 
price. The tricks that can convince the sellers without making them feel being 
fooled. "This pearl is like fool's gold. It is too large. Who would buy it? There is 
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no market for such things. It is a curiosity only. I am sorry. You thought it was a 
thing of value, and it is only a curiosity" (Steinbeck, 1947:25). The quotation 
above is one of the pearl buyers attempt to deceive Kino. They compared the 
pearl Kino has with the parable of fool's gold. They argue that the pearl that he 
sells is too big and they indicate that pearl will not sell in the market.  
 The priest comes to Kino’s house to see whether the news is real. 
However, the priest’s motive is not easily known by them, they assume that the 
arrival of the priest just like the neighbors who come to Kino’s house. “The priest 
gasped a little at the size and beauty of the pearl. And then he said: "I hope thou 
wilt remember to give thanks, my son, to Him who has given thee this treasure, 
and to pray for guidance in the future" (Steinbeck, 1947:14). The priest's desire 
for the pearl was not very clear to Kino and other people. The priest's motive to 
get the great pearl is solely for his organization or church whether it is true or not. 
This is shown clearly through his advice to Kino to thank God. This advice is 
made by him as an attempt to get a share of the pearl. 
 The pearl buyers and the priest have a certain cooperation in gaining the 
benefit from Indian people. The Indians have been only following the price that 
the pearl buyers attached to their pearl without knowing the real price. In dealing 
with the pearl sellers, the pearl buyers have their own rules in organizing the 
price. It sets in such a way that the pearl sellers do not feel cheated with the 
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system they create. “There was a price on which the fisherman in despair had 
given his pearls to the church” (Steinbeck, 1947:11). It explains the price they set 
and also the pearl fate that is not willing to be sold by the fishermen. There is no 
choice for the people to sell their pearl except to those people and some of them 
who are not pleased with the price give the pearl to the church. It leads to the 
depiction of their relationship, which is based on gaining the benefit of the people 
through the pearl trading, involved between the pearl buyers and the priest. “And 
the Father made it clear that every man and woman is like a soldier sent by God 
to guard some part of the castle of the Universe. And some are in the ramparts 
and some deep in the darkness of the walls. But each one must remain faithful to 
his post and must not go running about, else the castle is in danger from the 
assaults of Hell” (Steinbeck, 1947:23). Through his sermon the priest declares 
that God forbids men and women to get out of their villages. He also made it 
clear about the consequences for disobeying the God’s command. This points out 
that the colonists use the power of belief to take control of the natives, because if 
they do not exist then they have no human resources to exploit. The Indians do 
not know and will never question the rule because it comes from a priest, a higher 
respectable member of society, who is known as a religious person.   
 The author uses these three characters to convey his worldview on the 
materialism effect towards the drive of material possession. He uses these 
antagonist characters to provide another point of view in facing the phenomenon. 
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Their antagonist behaviors are shown by their similar drive that is to get the 
benefit of the great pearl Kino has, even though each character has their own way 
to achieve it, the doctor through his ability to cure the sick person, the pearl 
buyers through their filthy tricks and the priest through empowering his 
influence. Those behaviors become evidence, that they put more values into 
material possession and gaining rather than for the sake of humanity. Thus, their 
eyes cannot see the unfairness, oppression and other inhumane acts around them 
because it is blinded by material matters.   
2. Plot 
 The plot is the sequence of events presented by the author to convey the 
story. It is one of the key elements in any form of literary works include novella. 
It is also often used by a writer as tools to express ideas or issues. Each 
character’s response determines the course of the plot. It can be said that the 
action and reaction performed by the characters are the main force to drive the 
flow of the plot. In the literary work, the plot can be divided into several parts, 
namely exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution. In 
this research, the researcher found significant parts in conveying the worldview of 
the author i.e conflict and falling action or denouement.  
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a. Conflict 
 The news about Kino that found the great pearl spreads over the village 
and town. Kino dreams of buying good clothes, sending Coyotito to school, 
having a riffle and getting other things he wants from selling the pearl while the 
people around him plot to get the benefit from the pearl. The great pearl attracts 
the whole neighborhood to visit Kino’s house. They begin to wonder about 
Kino’s boldness and his foolish ambitions. The priest comes to see Coyotito and 
reminding Kino that he needs to thank God. The doctor comes to Kino’s house to 
treat Coyotito. He claims that the child still needs the treatment from the doctor 
though Coyotito seems to look well. The doctor says to Kino if he can pay him 
after he sold the pearl. Before going to bed, Kino decided to bury his pearl under 
his sleeping mat. At that night the intruder comes and attempting to rob Kino’s 
pearl but failed. Seeing the pearl’s presence drastically changes their life, Juana 
proposes that they have to abandon the pearl which she considers as the 
manifestation of evil force but Kino chooses to believe on his own perspective 
about the pearl. 
 Through this part, the author tries to infiltrate his worldview on the 
conflict arises in society as the response of materialism phenomenon. The conflict 
arises as the news of the great pearl heard by the people around the village and 
town. The discovery of the great pearl itself can be seen as a conflict moreover it 
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is discovered by an American Indian fisherman. The response on the neighbors 
and the colonist descendant, represented by the priest and the doctor, can be seen 
as their efforts to claim who is more worth to get the benefit from the pearl. The 
neighbors are celebrating the great pearl by visiting Kino’s house. This action can 
be signified as their claim. Meanwhile, the colonists, represented by the priest and 
the doctor, try to show their claims based on the services Kino owed to them. In 
this part Steinbeck shows the presence of materialism, the ambition to possess the 
desirable thing, in the middle of a society that can be the trigger of a certain 
conflict. It can be traced back to the colonialism era when a group of people out 
of nowhere trying to claim the natural wealth of an area without considering its 
native. As a result, an endless war and inevitable death of hundreds innocent life 
become the sacrifice of natural wealth exploitation.   
     Through the conflict, the author utilizes Kino’s character to show his 
worldview on the obsession of material thing. For Kino, the presence of the great 
pearl can be regarded as a trial for his stance on valuing material thing. His views 
on other important values are starting to blur once he glorifies his pearl by 
attaching his dreams and hopes. Moreover, Kino’s role as a father figure of the 
family affects his decision on the fate of the great pearl. As a father, he has the 
ambition to improve the extent life of his family. Aside from the pressure he got 
from his ambitions, Kino gets another pressure from Juana that demands him to 
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abandon the pearl. Juana’s character is a representation of consciousness that 
resists the great pearl’s seduction. She has the role to oppose Kino’s foolish 
dreams. She chooses to live peacefully without the pearl rather than to live 
uncomfortably. Juana can sense the danger, the evil force, behind the desirable 
great pearl that attracts everyone. Kino ignores his wife’s suggestion because he 
is already obsessed with the great pearl. Here shows that Kino’s obsession made 
him loses his sense of understanding the phenomenon. His rejection of Juana’s 
suggestion signifies his submission towards fulfilling his obsession.    
b. Falling action or denouement 
 After returning to the cave, he hears Juana cries. Kino realizes that 
Coyotito got struck by the bullet and died. In the morning they made it back in 
town. Juana carries the dead son over her shoulder. The people who see them are 
afraid to ask. They already know the unfortunate which befalls them by directly 
seeing through their appearance. They walk over the town and villages till reach 
the sea. At the shore, Kino pulls out the great pearl over his clothing. He looks at 
it and at this time he agrees with Juana that this pearl is evil. He hands it over to 
Juana to throw it away to the sea. Juana refuses it, she insists Kino to throw it 
away. Then, with the help from Juana, he throws the great pearl back into the sea 
along with his dreams and speculations. 
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  The part is mainly focusing on author worldview on the impact of over 
obsession towards the material thing. The death of Coyotito becomes the turning 
point for the family. It is the only thing that can stop Kino’s ambition. The event 
shows his negligence towards the other thing that is more valuable than his 
foolish dreams. Coyotito can be seen as the embodiment of their real hopes and 
dreams. Moreover, his presence in the middle of the family is earlier than the 
great pearl they have and he is the motive of their struggle. The death of Coyotito 
can be regarded as their great loss, their calamity, even compared to the loss of all 
the great pearl the world possesses. In pursuing less valuable material thing, 
humans often forget the price they offer by sacrificing valuable things such as 
family, innocent life, and so on.         
 Furthermore, this part also shows the regaining consciousness of Kino’s 
perception toward material value. The death of Coyotito can be seen as a 
meaningful death. The aftermath certainly brings the family into a miserable 
circumstance. On the bright side, the event leads them to the consciousness of 
perceiving material value. The journey of selling the pearl which is experienced 
by them is not about the pursuing the material things but it is about gaining 
consciousness on valuing matters. It is showed by their acceptance towards the 
consequences befall upon them. Throwing the great pearl back to the sea 
represents the renunciation over the obsession of material things.    
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 The arrangements and correlations between the events can be shown 
through revealing the plot. The author uses the plot to deliver the meaning of the 
story. Through revealing it, the researcher is able to articulate the themes and 
views represented by the author. The plot is focusing on Kino’s family journey 
starting from before founding the pearl till the loss of the son. The development 
of Kino’s family in taking the response from the events becomes the center of the 
story. The great pearl used by the author as a plot device to drive the plot to its 
conclusion. At the beginning of the story, it becomes a valuable thing which can 
be used by Kino to accomplish his dreams. Its presence becomes the trigger of 
conflict happened in the Kino’s family and the society. In the end, after their child 
killed by the people who want to own it, both husband and wife agreed that the 
great pearl is a manifestation of evil force. Thus, the plot is representing author 
view on the bad effect of obsession on material things. 
3. Setting 
 The setting is used by the author to describe the circumstances or 
surroundings of a story. The author usually depicts setting by using the name of a 
town or certain period such colonialism period. The significant of setting not only 
describing the places and times but it also has a significant role to the 
development of characters. It influences character to respond to the situations that 
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he or she faces. The setting can be divided into two; setting of time and setting of 
place. 
a. Setting of Time 
 The story of the novella takes place in the late colonial era in Mexico. The 
author is not clearly stated the time when the story happened but there are some 
evidences can be put together to prove the setting of time in this novella. “This 
doctor was of a race which for nearly four hundred years had beaten and starved 
and robbed and despised Kino’s race, and frightened it too, so that the indigene 
came humbly to the door” (Steinbeck, 1947:5). In the quotation above the author 
tries to describe the setting of time. By referring the doctor’s race, the author later 
explaining the effect about his race towards Kino’s respond to his actions. It is 
also stated the duration of colonization period. Spanish colonized Mexico for 
hundreds years since 1500 till 1900 C.E. At that time, even though the influence 
of colonization began to fade but in some areas there are still a lot of Indian 
people who are oppressed by colonial’s offspring.  
 For centuries men had dived down and torn the oysters from the 
beds and ripped them open, looking for the coated grains of sand. 
Swarms of fish lived near the bed to live near the oysters thrown 
back by the searching men and to nibble at the shining inner shells. 
But the pearls were accidents, and the finding of one was luck, a 
little pat on the back by God or the gods or both. (Steinbeck, 
1947:9). 
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Another merit of setting of time is as a signature of something that is happening 
from a long time ago till now. Quotation above explains about Kino’s people 
occupation as pearl divers that have existed since hundreds years ago. It can be 
said the existence of occupation is older than the colonialism era that has 
happened for four hundred years. It implies the difficulties of finding the pearl 
and its significance.  
 The setting of time is used by the author to convey his views on the effect 
of materialism that happened in the certain period of time. The era of colonialism 
utilizes as the backdrop by the author brings the audience closer to the depiction 
of his worldview on the effects of materialism. It strengthens with the evidence 
that can be seen through the motive of colonialism reflected through its slogan; 
gold, glory and gospel. In this era, there are a lot of events that caused by the 
human’s drive on pursuing matters. One of them is the colonization of Spanish 
Empire to the land of Mexico. As the result of the human greed, there arise the 
events of oppression, deprivation of right and other inhumane acts happened in 
that era. Thus, in this novella, the author uses the late of colonialism era to show 
the influence of colonialism motive that is still carried by its descendants. It can 
be concluded that the author believes the effect of materialism or the human 
obsession of wealth cannot be easily separated and it has become human nature 
for over hundreds years.   
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b. Setting of Place     
 The story takes place in La Paz, Baja Peninsula, Mexico. Different with 
the setting of time, setting of places stated clearly in the novella. “Thus, in La 
Paz, it was known in the early morning through the whole town that Kino was 
going to sell his pearl that day. It was known among the neighbors in the brush 
huts” (Steinbeck, 1947:21). At that time, the occupation of the indigenous people 
of La Paz is mostly fishermen who are also pearl divers. A lot of people laid their 
dreams on the pearl they found that later they can sell, such Kino. Moreover, La 
Paz is a city well known for the quality of pearl found there. “This was the bed 
that had raised the King of Spain to be a great power in Europe in past years, had 
helped to pay for his wars, and had decorated the churches for his soul's sake” 
(Steinbeck, 1947:8). The setting of place provided by the author gives vivid 
depictions of the geographical area. It also provides the historical background of a 
place and certain situation happened in the story. It underlies the importance of 
pearls for the colonists as the sources of funding. The resources they get in La Paz 
have prominent role in developing their country or empire. 
 The setting of place can also be functionalized as a tool to depict social 
issues. “They came to the place where the brush houses stopped and the city of 
stone and plaster began, the city of harsh outer walls and inner cool gardens 
where a little water played and the bougainvillea crusted the wall with purple and 
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brick-red and white” (Steinbeck, 1947:5). The separation area of residential area 
between the indigenous people and the colonial offspring illustrated by the author 
represent racial issue. It also highlights the existence of different societies which 
inhabit different castes. The indigenous people residential area is characterized by 
brush houses while the colonial offspring residential area is characterized with 
stone, plaster and gardens. “The big gate in the wall of the doctor’s house. They 
could hear the splashing water and the singing of caged birds and the sweep of 
the long brooms on the flagstones” (Steinbeck, 1947:5). It also in accordance 
with the values they uphold. The simplicity of the indigenous people can be seen 
through their brush houses. Meanwhile, colonists’ materialism orientation which 
prioritizes physical appearance can be seen in the colonial offspring residential 
area.   
 Through the setting of place, the author explains on how the materialism 
effect works on a certain area. Historically, La Paz is a well-known place for its 
pearl quality. This reputation attracts people from around the world to come to the 
city and exploit its natural wealth. It signifies that the view of the author about the 
power of attraction radiated by material things. The arrival of people from the 
outside of La Paz certainly brings new problem for the natives. It raises wars and 
conflicts between them that lead to the domination of colonists over natives. The 
authority role hold by the natives elicits certain issues such as oppression, unfair 
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treatment and segregation. The colonist and the indigenous people residential 
areas are divided. The colonists are mainly live in the city and their residential 
area characterized by luxurious things. In contrast with the indigenous people 
who live in the outskirt area which illustrates poverty and simplicity. Besides of 
its merit in depicting the attraction of a place in abundance with natural wealth, 
the setting of place also accurately illustrates the impact of materialism behavior 
on segregation and oppression. 
 The setting of time and place are used by the author as the backdrop in 
illustrating his views in this novella. These backdrops, however, strengthen the 
issues of the novella. The period of colonization appears emerges as a response to 
the needs of power over material things that can be seen from the slogan of gold, 
glory and gospel. Spanish colonization era in Mexico is a periodization that 
affects the world economic upheaval. At that time Mexico, as a colonized region, 
has an important role for the Spanish troops who won the war in some places. 
Moreover, Baja peninsula which became the setting of place in this novella is one 
of the areas known for its pearl quality. Both, setting the place and time, show 
that the view of materialism is rooted long ago and became the foundation of 
building a civilization. Its presence can also illustrate that Baja peninsula is an 
eyewitness to the greed of mankind at that time.   
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
A. Conclusions 
 Based on the previous chapter, there are some conclusions related to the 
objectives mentioned in the first chapter. 
1. John Steinbeck’s worldviews on the effects of materialism that can be found in 
the novella can be grouped into three categories. The researcher found 
Steinbeck’s worldviews on the effects of materialism in the novella are leaning 
to the negative side. The first one is possessiveness. Possessiveness is a trait 
triggered by the desire to own someone’s thing. This trait can be seen through 
the characters of Kino, the neighbors, the doctor, the priest and the pearl 
buyers. By possessing the great pearl, Kino wants to own things the colonists 
have such as sending his son to school, buying nice clothes and a riffle. 
Meanwhile, other people are obsessed with the great pearl Kino has that they 
believe can materialize their dreams. The second trait is envy. This trait is 
prompted by the feeling of annoyance towards other’s possession. The trait is 
represented by the neighbors and the doctor characters. Both characters are 
envied Kino’s great pearl. The neighbors assume the great pearl brings 
misfortune and it will turn Kino into an arrogant person. At the same time, the 
doctor considers Kino family does not deserve the great pearl. The third trait is 
non-generosity. It is represented by the doctor and the pearl buyers. Non-
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generosity can be defined as the feeling of reluctant to share the possession to 
others. The doctor does not want to help to cure Coyotito because his family is 
poor. Meanwhile, the pearl buyers are do not share the fair profit to the sellers 
who are consists of the indigenous people. Through those traits, the author 
shows his stance toward the effects of materialism which are experienced by 
the characters inside the novella. By analyzing those trait the researcher found 
the way the author represented his worldview towards the effects of 
materialism.     
2. The researcher also talks about the way Steinbeck uses literary elements to 
represent his worldview. There are three literary elements which are important 
in representing the worldview of the author. The first literary element is 
character. In this part, the researcher found four significant characters. Those 
characters are divided into two regarding to its perspectives, portions and roles. 
The first perspective is Kino. He is the main character and the protagonist of 
the story. He is depicted as a young American Indian fisherman. Through 
Kino’s character, Steinbeck illustrates his worldview through the perspective 
of the indigenous people. Kino is an embodiment of author’s worldview on the 
effect of materialism that can change human’s perception about the value of 
material possession. The second perspectives are through the antagonist 
characters which consist of the doctor, the priest and the pearl buyers. Those 
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characters are the depiction of colonial force that oppressed the Indigenous 
people. Each character’s occupation has essential role inside the society that is 
needed by the Indigenous people. Thus, the author uses their presence as the 
embodiment of his worldview on the effect of materialism toward the drive of 
material possession. It proved by their motives in providing their services and 
their responses towards Kino’s great pearl. Those behaviors become the 
evidence that material possession and gaining have blinded them.  
The second literary element is plot. The researcher divided the plot into 
two significant parts i.e. conflict and denouement. In the conflict part the 
author gives depiction on the conflict that arises in the society. The conflict is 
about the discovery of material thing which is symbolized by the great pearl. 
Later on, this discovery becomes pivotal moment for Kino in deciding his 
commitment to pursue his obsessions. The conflict part represents author 
worldview on materialism phenomenon that triggers the conflicts and 
influences someone on pursuing obsessions. The denouement part tells about 
the decision family made after their child is killed. The death of Coyotito 
becomes the pivotal moment for the family. The author shows the impact of 
obsession over material things. Furthermore, this part also shows Kino’s 
regaining consciousness which is previously lost towards the perception on the 
value of material things.  
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The third literary element is the setting. The researcher divided the setting 
into two i.e. setting of time and place. The setting of time shows author’s 
worldview on the phenomenon that happened in a certain period of time. In the 
novella, the late colonialism era setting is used by the author to signify the 
influence of colonialism motives that cannot be easily separated from the 
human nature. The setting of place signifies a geographical area of the 
phenomenon happened. The author describes the setting of the story in a place 
which is in abundance with natural wealth. La Paz is well-known for its pearl 
quality. Therefore, there are a lot of people try to exploit La Paz natural wealth 
at colonial era. However, the arrival of colonist brings tension to the society 
and it causes segregation and oppression toward the Indigenous people. The 
setting of place represents his worldview of the impact of materialism on the 
exploitation of natural wealth and oppression over powerless people. 
B. Suggestions 
 The researcher encounters some difficulties related to the materialism and 
worldview during completing this research. It is quite strenuous to find the 
previous research related to the theory and the materialism effects that happened 
in colonialism era. There are some researchers examining the worldview of the 
author, but none of them focusing on the effects of materialism. Besides, in 
analyzing the worldview the researcher also needs to find some evidence from 
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author’s biography, journals, essays and other works related to his worldviews on 
materialism phenomena.   
 Based on the problems above, the researcher proposes some suggestions 
to the future researchers on the same topic or theory. First, future researchers 
have to find more references such as books, journals and articles discussing the 
worldview, the author, the works of the author and the materialism phenomena. 
Second, the future researchers need to apply close reading related to the literary 
work and theory to gain more perspectives in analyzing the literary work. There 
are some possibilities in using genetic structuralism theory that can be applied to 
other literary works. Besides, there are many authors whose worldviews need to 
be analyzed in order to deepen understanding their works. Thus, conducting the 
research on analyzing the worldview or the genetic structuralism is still needed.   
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APPENDIX I 
SYNOPSIS OF STEINBECK’S THE PEARL 
 
 In a simple brush house by the sea, Kino, Juana, and their infant son, 
Coyotito, live in harmony and peacefully. One morning, a misfortune strikes the 
family when a scorpion stings Coyotito. Hoping to save their son, Kino and Juana 
bring him to the doctor in town. When they arrive at the doctor’s gate, they are 
turned away because they are poor natives who do not have enough money to pay 
the doctor. Later on, Kino and Juana take their family canoe out to the sea to go 
diving for pearls. Juana makes a poultice for Coyotito’s wound, while Kino 
searches the bottom of the sea. Juana’s prayers for a large pearl are answered 
when Kino surfaces with the largest pearl they have never seen. The news of 
Kino’s fortune is heard by the people around the village and town. 
 In the afternoon, the whole neighborhood gathers at Kino’s house to 
celebrate the great pearl. Kino made a list of things that he will get for his family 
with his great pearl, including a wedding ceremony at church and an education 
for his son. The neighbors scorn at Kino’s obsessions and wonder if he is foolish 
or wise to have such ambitions. In the evening, the local priest visits Kino to bless 
him in his good fortune and to remind him to be thankful to God. Shortly, the 
doctor arrives to cure Coyotito. The doctor feeds Coyotito a potion to quiet his 
spasms. When the doctor asks about payment, Kino explains that soon he will sell 
his large pear. This mention of the pearl greatly intrigues the doctor, and Kino is 
left with an uneasy feeling. 
 Before going to bed, Kino buries the pearl under his sleeping mat. That 
night, he is awakened by an intruder digging around in the corner. A fight 
between Kino and the intruder happened, and Kino’s efforts to chase the intruder 
leave him bloodied. Terribly upset by this event, Juana proposes that they 
abandon the pearl, which she considers an agent of evil. The next morning, Kino 
and Juana make their way to town to sell the pearl. Juan Tomas, Kino’s brother, 
advises Kino to be aware of cheats. Indeed, all of the dealers conspire to bid low 
on the pearl. Kino refuses to accept their offers. He decided to take his pearl to 
the capital. That evening, as Kino and Juana prepare to leave, Juan Tomas warns 
Kino to not to be so proud, and Juana repeats her wish to be rid of the pearl. Kino 
silences her, explaining that he is a man and will take care of things. 
 In the middle of the night, Juana steals the pearl. Kino wakes as she leaves 
and pursues her, he finds her just as she is going to throw the pearl into the sea. 
He takes the pearl back, and beats her violently. As he returns to the brush house, 
a group of men confronts him and tries to take the pearl from him. He fights the 
men off, killing one and causing the rest to flee. As Juana returns from the shore 
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to the brush house, she finds the pearl lying in the path. She sees Kino on the 
ground, next to the dead man. He moans the loss of the pearl, which she presents 
to him. Though Kino explains that he had no intention to kill, Juana insists that he 
will be labeled a murderer. They resolve to flee out of the village as soon as 
possible. Kino rushes back to the shore to prepare the canoe, while Juana returns 
home to gather Coyotito and their belongings. Kino arrives at the shore and finds 
his canoe destroyed. He sees a fire blazing, and realizes that his house has burned 
down. Kino, Juana and Coyotito hide in Juan Tomas’s house. Relieved that they 
are save, Juan Tomas and his wife, Apolonia, agree to keep Kino and Juana’s 
secret and provide shelter for them while pretending to be ignorant of their 
whereabouts. 
 At dusk, Kino, Juana, and Coyotito set out for the capital. They travel 
north until sunrise and then take covert shelter by the roadside. They sleep for 
most of the day and are preparing to set out again when Kino discovers that three 
trackers are following them. After hesitating briefly, Kino decides that they must 
hurry up the mountain, in hopes of escaping from the trackers. Kino attempts to 
mislead the trackers by creating a false trail up the mountain. Kino, Juana, and 
Coyotito then hide in the cave and wait for an opportunity to escape back down 
the mountain. 
 The trackers make camp nearby Kino’s hide, and two of the trackers sleep 
while the third stay awakes. Kino decides that he must attempt to attack them 
before the moon rises. He strips naked to avoid being seen and sneaks up to 
striking distance. Just as Kino prepares to attack, Coyotito lets out a cry, waking 
the sleepers. When one of them fires his rifle in the direction of the cry, Kino 
makes his move, killing the trackers in a violent fury. In the aftermath, Kino 
slowly realizes that the rifle shot struck and killed his son in the cave. The next 
day, Kino and Juana make their way back through the town and the brush houses. 
Juana carries her dead son over her shoulder. They walk all the way to the sea, as 
the people watch in silent. At the shore, Kino pulls the pearl out of his clothing. 
Then, with all his might, under a setting sun, he flings the pearl back into the sea. 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX II 
Table 1: The Effects of Materialism Represented in the Novella 
No. Data Category Meaning Pages 
1 My son will read and open the books, 
and my son will write and will know 
writing. And my son will make numbers, 
and these things will make us free 
because he will know - he will know and 
through him we will know." And in the 
pearl Kino saw himself and Juana 
squatting by the little fire in the brush hut 
while Coyotito read from a great book. 
"This is what the pearl will do," said 
Kino 
Possessiveness As a result of discovering the great pearl, Kino 
becomes obsessed with dreams and speculations. 
Those dreams are mostly that every indigenous wants 
to achieve such as education which is impossible for 
them at that time. They believe education as a way to 
rebel against colonists’ oppression. 
13 
2 In the pearl he saw Coyotito sitting at a 
little desk in a school, just as Kino had 
once seen it through an open door. And 
Coyotito was dressed in a jacket, and he 
had on a white collar, and a broad silken 
tie. Moreover, Coyotito was writing on a 
big piece of paper. Kino looked at his 
neighbours fiercely. "My son will go to 
Possessiveness In here Kino saw the details about his dream. He 
imagines his son, Coyotito, dressed like other student 
in a school that once he saw. Kino definitely sure that 
the great pearl will make him able to send his son to 
school and learn to write like the colonist son do.   
13 
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school," he said, and the neighbours were 
hushed. 
3 Consequently Kino was afraid of plans, 
but having made it one, he could never 
destroy it. And to meet the attack, Kino 
was already making a hard skin for 
himself against the world. His eyes and 
his mind probed for danger before it 
appeared. 
Possessiveness His dreams and possession make Kino put more 
effort in protecting his great pearl. He believes that 
there will be threats toward his pearl and dreams. 
15 
4 They spoke of what they would do if they 
had found the pearl. And one man said 
that he would give it as a present to the 
Holy Father in Rome. Another said that 
he would buy Masses for the souls of his 
family for a thousand years. Another 
thought he might take the money and 
distribute it among the poor of La Paz; 
and a fourth thought of all the good 
things one could do with the money from 
the pearl, of all the charities, benefits, of 
all the rescues one could perform if one 
had money. 
Possessiveness The people that heard about the story of Kino begin 
to imagine what they are going to do if they got the 
pearl.  
22 
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5 The morning of this day the canoes lay 
lined up on the beach; the fishermen did 
not go out to dive for pearls, for there 
would be too much happening, too many 
things to see, when Kino went to sell the 
great pearl. 
Possessiveness For Indians people, what is happening to Kino and 
his pearl is important for them. This event is 
something they rarely seen every day. Moreover, the 
pearl already become their dreams and speculations 
and most importantly Kino is part of their race.  
22 
6 The needs, the lusts, the hungers, of 
everyone and only one person stood in 
the way and that was Kino, so that he 
becomes curiously every man's enemy. 
Possessiveness Possessing the pearl makes Kino’s family and 
himself threatened by other people who have similar 
desire to own the great pearl. The dangers are not 
only come from the people outside of his race but 
also the neighbors who want to have the pearl. 
11-12 
7 It came to the priest walking in his 
garden, and it put a thoughtful look in his 
eyes and a memory of certain repairs 
necessary to the church. He wondered 
what the pearl would be worth. And he 
wondered what he had baptized Kino's 
baby, or married him for that matter. 
Possessiveness The news of Kino who got the pearl came to the 
priest. The priest, like other people who heard the 
news, is starting to imagine about the pearl’s benefit 
for the church. He also tries to relate himself to Kino 
as someone who is also meritorious to Kino’s family. 
11 
8 The news came to the doctor where he 
sat with a woman whose illness was age, 
though neither she nor the doctor would 
admit it. And when it was made plain 
Possessiveness The doctor who previously refuses to treat Kino’s son 
becomes someone who seems to have a good relation 
with Kino’s family and he even states that Kino’s son 
is one of his client. The doctor imagines what he can 
11 
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who Kino was, the doctor grew stern and 
judicious at the same time. "He is a client 
of mine," the doctor said. "I am treating 
his child for a scorpion sting." And the 
doctor's eyes rolled up a little in their fat 
hammocks and he thought of Paris. He 
remembered the room he had lived in 
there as a great and luxurious place. 
get from the great pearl. He uses his role as a doctor 
to approach Kino’s family and to get the benefit from 
the great pearl. 
9 …and when the day had come, in the 
offices of the pearl buyers, each man sat 
alone with his little black velvet tray, and 
each man rolled the pearls about with his 
finger-tips and considered his part in the 
picture. 
Possessiveness Pearl buyers know that Kino will visit them to sell 
the great pearl. They already prepare to do their best 
to get Kino’s great pearl. They imagine about their 
each part and portion of their benefits from the great 
pearl.  
21 
10 All manner of people grew interested in 
Kino - people with things to sell and 
people with favors to ask. Kino had 
found the Pearl of the World. The 
essence of pearl mixed with essence of 
men and a curious dark residue was 
precipitated. 
Possessiveness The people from the inside or the outside of his race 
are paying their attention to Kino’s family. Everyone, 
with their own way, try to relate themselves to Kino 
family. Their motive is clearly to get the share from 
Kino’s great pearl.  
11 
11 The neighbors, close pressed and silent in  Envy The neighbors are starting to pay attention to Kino’s 13 
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the house, nodded their heads at his wild 
imaginings. And a man in the rear 
murmured: "A rifle." He will have a rifle. 
family. It includes about what they will do to the 
great pearl and their dreams. Kino’s desire to have a 
riffle will raise the tension on his neighborhood 
because a riffle is an unusual thing that Indian people 
have. 
12 All of the neighbors hoped that sudden 
wealth would not turn Kino's head, 
would not make a rich man of him would 
not graft onto him the evil limbs of greed 
and hatred and coldness 
 Envy Seeing that Kino and his family are going to use the 
great pearl to attain their dreams, the neighbors worry 
that it will turn them into arrogant people. 
22 
13 The doctor shrugged, and his wet eyes 
never left Kino's eyes. He knew the pearl 
would be buried in the house, and he 
thought Kino might look toward the 
place where it was buried. "It would be a 
shame to have it stolen before you could 
sell it," the doctor said. 
 Envy The doctor made it clear that he is not willing upon 
Kino’s possession on the great pearl. He thinks that 
Kino does not deserve the pearl. He considered 
himself to be the one who suits for possessing the 
great pearl. 
18 
14 “This pearl has become my soul, "said 
Kino. "If I give it up I shall lose my soul. 
Go thou also with God." 
Non-generosity Kino becomes obsessed with the pearl. He states that 
he will keep his soul with his life. For Kino, selling 
the pearl and get a benefit from it becomes his 
prominent goal. He makes the decision upon his self-
interest which is denied by Juana that believes this 
20 
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pearl is a manifestation of evil force. 
15 “Has he any money?” The doctor 
demanded. "No they never have any 
money. I, I alone in the world am 
supposed to work for nothing- and I am 
tired of it. See if he has any money.” 
Non-generosity The doctor clearly stated that he is a money oriented 
person. He is well aware of the patient he is going to 
treat.  
6 
16 In the town, in little offices, sat the men 
who bought pearls from the fishers. They 
waited in their chairs until the pearls 
came in, and then they cackled and 
fought and shouted and threatened until 
they reached the lowest price. 
Non-generosity The pearl buyers are using everything they have to 
get the peal they want with the lowest price. They are 
willing to do anything even fighting with other pearl 
buyers to get a pearl.  
11 
17 Quite apart from any reward they might 
get, from any word of praise, from any 
promotion, a pearl buyer was a pearl 
buyer, and the best and happiest pearl 
buyer was he who bought for the lowest 
prices. 
Non-generosity The pearl buyers’ highest achievement is when they 
succeed to bargain to lower the price of the pearl 
sellers offer. They took benefit from the ignorance of 
pearl sellers that is Indian people. 
21 
18 "We do not know what prices are paid in 
other places," said Juan Tomás. "How can 
we know what is a fair price, if we do not 
know what the pearl buyer gets for the 
Non-generosity The dialogue shows their lack of knowledge about 
the real prices of the pearl. They do not know about 
how much they can get for a piece of pearl in other 
places. The pearl buyers for a long time monopolized 
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pearl in another place." "That is true," said 
Kino, "but how can we know? We are 
here, we are not there." 
 As they walked up towards the city the 
crowd grew behind them, and Juan 
Tomás, in pure nervousness, went on 
speaking. 
 "Before you were born, Kino," he said, 
"the old ones thought of a way to get more 
money for their pearls. They thought it 
would be better if they had an agent who 
took all the pearls to the capital and sold 
them there and kept only his share of the 
profit." Kino nodded his head. "I know," 
he said. "It was a good thought." 
"And so they got such a man," said Juan 
Tomás, "and they pooled the pearls, and 
they started him off. And he was never 
heard of again and the pearls were lost. 
Then they got another man, and they 
started him off, and he was never heard of 
again. And so they gave the whole thing 
up and went back to the old way." 
pearl trading in the town where they live. The people 
already give up to sell their pearl to other places 
because of the historical events involved the missing 
of Indigenous people who tried to sell the pearl to 
capital.  
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Table 2: Literary Elements Represent the Worldview on the Effects of Materialism 
 Data Category Meaning Page 
1 Kino was young and strong and his 
black hair hung over his brown 
forehead. His eyes were warm and 
fierce and bright and his mustache 
was thin and coarse.” 
Kino Description of Kino’s appearance that he is a 
young man and strong. From the color of his 
skin and hair, it can be identified that he is an 
Indian. 
2 
2 Kino squatted on the pit and rolled a 
hot corn-cake and dip it in sauce and 
ate it. And he drank a little pulque 
and that was a breakfast. That is the 
only breakfast he had ever known 
outside of feast days and one 
incredible fiesta on cookies”  
Kino The simplicity of Kino’s family showed by the 
breakfast they eat. Pulque is a fermented local 
alcoholic beverage made of agave plant.  
2 
3 Kino's face was set, and his mind 
and his will were set. "This is our 
one chance," he said. "Our son must 
go to school.  
Kino Kino’s ambitions about his chance to send his 
son to school. The presence of pearl opens the 
possibilities for his dream. 
20 
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4 Do not speak any more In the 
morning we will sell the pearl, and 
then the evil will be gone, and now 
hush, my wife."  
Kino Kino becomes unaware about the pearl buyers’ 
trick. It as if, his ambition makes him to take 
the decision to sell the pearl carelessly. It also 
makes him believes that something good will 
happen after they sold the pearl.  
20 
5 For his dream of the future was real 
and never to be destroyed, and he 
had said "I will go," and that made a 
real thing too. To determine to go 
and to say it was to be halfway there. 
Kino After seeing the possibilities in attaining his 
dreams, Kino feels confident about his 
decision. The decision he made is very clear 
and cannot be denied even by his own wife. 
28 
6 I will win over it. We will have our 
chance. "His fist pounded the 
sleeping-mat. "No one will take our 
fortune from us," he said. His eyes 
softened then and he raised a gentle 
hand to Juana's shoulder. "Believe 
me," he said. "I am a man." And his 
face grew crafty.  
Kino He believes that as a man, he will overcome 
every obstacle distracting him to achieve his 
dreams. He asks Juana to put her faith in him.  
30 
7 In the morning we will take our 
canoe and we will go over the sea 
and over the mountains to the 
capital, you and I. We will not be 
Kino Kino is very sure that his plan will run 
smoothly. His bravery led his family to flee to 
the capital to sell the great pearl. He also states 
that as a man he will not easily tricked. 
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cheated. I am a man.” 
8 Will they follow us? "" They will 
try, "said Kino." Whoever finds us 
will take the pearl . Oh, they will try. 
" 
Kino Kino knows that his decision will led his family 
into danger. He will not easily get away from 
the people who desire his pearl. 
37 
9 But Kino had become as cold and 
deadly as steel. Deliberately he 
threw the gun and aimed deliberately 
and fired. He lost his enemy tumble 
backward into the pool, and Kino 
strode to the water. In the moonlight 
he could see the frantic eyes, and 
Kino aimed and fired between the 
eyes. 
Kino Kino does not see everything as it was, after his 
sense is blinded by the great pearl. The pearl 
and his dreams turn him into a cold and tough 
figure that described by the author as cold and 
deadly as steel. He does not hesitate to take 
someone’s soul. 
46 
10 The pearl was ugly; it was gray, like 
a malignant growth. And Kino heard 
the music of the pearl, distorted and 
insane. Kino's hand shook a little, 
and he turned slowly to Juana and 
held the pearl out to her” 
Kino Kino realizes that the pearl is not too important 
comparing to his family. He gives the pearl to 
Juana to throw it away to the sea. It also as a 
sign of apology for neglecting Juana’s opinion 
about evil force inside the pearl. 
48 
11 And in the incandescence of the 
pearl the pictures formed of the 
Kino The great pearl resurrects Kino’s long forgotten 
dream. Kino is optimist that he can realize his 
12 
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things Kino's mind had considered 
in the past and had given up as 
impossible. In the pearl he saw 
Juana and Coyotito and himself 
standing and kneeling at the high 
altar, and they were being married 
now that they could pay. He spoke 
softly: "We will be married - in the 
church." 
dream sooner. By selling the pearl he will get a 
lot of money and he can use it to pay his 
marriage. His determination shown by the way 
he tells everyone about the plan. 
12 In the pearl he saw how they were 
dressed - Juana in a shawl stiff with 
newness and a new skirt, and from 
under the long skirt Kino could see 
that she wore shoes…. All of these 
things Kino saw in the lucent pearl 
and he said: "We will have new 
clothes." 
Kino Other dream that comes to Kino’s mind is 
buying new clothes. By selling the great pearl, 
he can get a lot amount of money to buy 
anything he wants include new clothes. He also 
stated this ambition in front of everyone. 
12 
13 It was comparative wealth to a man 
who was not wealthy. And suppose 
Kino took a thousand pesos. Only 
yesterday he had nothing. 
Kino Kino does not easily accept pearl buyers 
offering. He believes that his great pearl values 
more than they have offered. 
26 
14 “The doctor never came to the 
cluster of brush houses. Why should 
The doctor The quote emphasizes doctor’s arrogance trait. 
His quality of being arrogance showed by his 
4 
103 
 
he, when he had more than he could 
do to take care of the rich people 
who lived in the stone and plaster 
houses of the town?” 
reluctance to come to Indigenous people 
cluster. He prioritizes to treat the people who 
have a lot of money. 
15 The doctor was closing his bag now. 
He said, "When do you think you 
can pay this bill?" He said it even 
kindly. 
"When I have sold my pearl I will 
pay you," Kino said. 
"You have a pearl? A good pearl?" 
the doctor asked with interest. And 
then the chorus of the neighbors 
broke in. "He has found the Pearl of 
the World," they cried, and they 
joined forefinger with thumb to 
show how great the pearl was. 
"Kino will be a rich man," they 
clamored. "It is a pearl as one has 
never seen."  
The doctor This quote shows the real motivation of the 
doctor behind his arrival to brush houses 
cluster to treat Kino’s son. After he has done 
his job, he directly asks Kino kindly about the 
pearl. He makes sure the existence of the great 
pearl by asking it directly though he already 
knows. He tries to show his good side to Kino 
and Indigenous people in order to get the 
benefit from them. 
18 
16 For he knew that Kino's race love 
the tools of any craft and trust them. 
The doctor The doctor knows to outwit indigenous people. 
He is well aware of their response to things that 
15 
104 
 
"Sometimes," the doctor went on in 
a liquid tone, "sometimes there will 
be a withered leg or a blind eye or a 
crumpled back. Oh, I know the sting 
of the scorpion, my friend, and I can 
cure it.” 
they rarely see. He also explains to show them 
that he is an expertise in handling scorpion 
sting. 
17 He held the eyelid down. "See - it is 
blue." And Kino, looking anxiously, 
saw that indeed it was a little blue. 
And he didn't know whether or not it 
was always a little blue. But the trap 
was set. He couldn't take the chance. 
The doctor The doctor takes advantage of Kino’s 
ignorance. He knows Kino will not have 
enough courage to question him. At this point 
the doctor successfully gains their faith to cure 
Coyotito. 
16 
18 “The Father is coming - the priest is 
coming." The men uncovered their 
heads and stepped back from the 
door, and the women gathered their 
shawls about their faces and cast 
down their eyes. Kino and Juan 
Tomás, his brother, stood up.”  
The Priest The quote signifies Indigenous people respect 
towards the father or the priest. The men and 
women consider him as the father. Their 
respect shown by their small acts such as 
casting down their eyes and uncovering their 
heads.  
14 
19 “The priest gasped a little at the size 
and beauty of the pearl. And then he 
said: "I hope thou wilt remember to 
The Priest The priest intention is not clearly stated 
whether he wants to get the share of the great 
pearl for himself or for the church. His arrival 
14 
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give thanks, my son, to Him who has 
given thee this treasure, and to pray 
for guidance in the future." 
can be clearly seen motivated by the great pearl 
as others do. He asks Kino to thank to god as 
an attempt to get the share of the pearl. 
20 “And the Father made it clear that 
every man and woman is like a 
soldier sent by God to guard some 
part of the castle of the Universe. 
And some are in the ramparts and 
some deep in the darkness of the 
walls. But each one must remain 
faithful to his post and must not go 
running about, else the castle is in 
danger from the assaults of Hell. 
The Priest The father, through his sermon, emphasizes 
about their task which is similar to a soldier. 
The sermon implies that God forbids them to 
leave their task to guard their area or else the 
calamity befalls upon them. The quote points 
out on how they use the power of the sermon as 
a tool of oppression. Through the priest, the 
sermon delivered will be believable for them as 
they consider him as a religious man.    
23 
21 “For there were not many buyers 
really - there was only one, and he 
kept these agents in separate offices 
to give a semblance of competition. 
Pearl buyers The pearl buyers make use of tactics to trick the 
pearl sellers. These pearl buyers are actually 
working together on a mutual relation in order 
to get more profit. Although they seem 
competing to bid the price of the pearl 
Indigenous people sell.  
11 
22 “A stout slow man sat in an office 
waiting. His face was fatherly and 
benign, and his eyes twinkled with 
Pearl buyers A pearl buyer described as a friendly man. His 
physical features resemblance of a man who 
has no intention to do bad things. Through the 
24 
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friendship. appearance they try to convince them that they 
are humble person. 
23 “He is a caller of good mornings, a 
jolly man who knows many jokes 
and yet who hovered close to 
sadness, for in the midst of a laugh 
he could remember the death of your 
aunt, and his eyes could become wet 
with sorrow for your loss. 
Pearl buyers Despite appearances, he also tries to show them 
his hospitality. He also manages to use jokes to 
approach the sellers. The pearl buyer is a kind 
of person who shows the sympathy to others 
easily. Those things he did as the attempts to 
create good images in front of the sellers. 
24 
24 This pearl is like fool's gold. It is too 
large. Who would buy it? There is 
no market for such things. It is a 
curiosity only. I am sorry. You 
thought it was a thing of value, and 
it is only a curiosity. 
Pearl buyers The pearl buyer tries to convince Kino that his 
pearl is not as valuable as he thinks. He 
compares Kino’s pearl with fool’s gold term. 
He also pretend to show his disinterest towards 
the pearl. 
25 
25 “Now the dealers glanced quickly at 
one another. They had too much 
played; "I might go to fifteen 
hundred." So they began to bid the 
pearl for a normal price. 
Pearl buyers They know Kino is not easily release his pearl 
with the price they offered. They are aware of 
their limit of toying with price. When they feel 
the seller is bored with their offering, they 
started to bid with normal price.  
 
26 They had never seen such a pearl 
before, and surely the dealers knew 
Pearl buyers The quote signifies the success attempt of pearl 
buyer in employing the trick. The Indigenous 
27 
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more about the value of pearls than 
they. "And mark this," they said. 
"Those dealers did not discuss these 
things. 
people who witnessed this were easily believed 
with the pearl buyers said about the pearl. 
Moreover, they assume the pearl buyers are the 
experts in determining the value of a pearl. 
27 “But there was a price on which the 
fisherman in despair had given his 
pearls to the church. 
Pearl buyers The quote indicates that there is a relation 
between the church and the pearl buyers. The 
pearl buyers who have authority on 
determining the value of a pearl may develop 
an unhealthy relation with the church or priest 
who delivers sermon about the prohibition to 
leave the cluster. 
11 
28 “This doctor was of a race which for 
nearly four hundred years had beaten 
and starved and robbed and despised 
Kino’s race, and frightened it too, so 
that the indigene came humbly to the 
door. 
Setting The quote describes the setting of time. It can 
be seen through the explanation of range of 
time since doctor’s race arrival and the 
oppression toward Kino’s race till nowadays. 
Though it is not vividly explained but those 
events affect the relation between the doctor 
and Indigenous people.   
5 
29 “For centuries men had dived down 
and torn the oysters from the beds 
and ripped them open, looking for 
the coated grains of sand. Swarms of 
Setting The quote explains about the occupation of 
pearl diver exists for centuries. Its existence 
indicates the setting of time and further 
explanation about pearl diving activity that 
9 
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fish lived near the bed to live near 
the oysters thrown back by the 
searching men and to nibble at the 
shining inner shells. But the pearls 
were accidents, and the finding of 
one was luck, a little pat on the back 
by God or the gods or both. 
exists even before the arrival of colonist. It also 
gives a hint about the difficulties in finding the 
pearl. 
30 “Thus, in La Paz, it was known in 
the early morning through the whole 
town that Kino was going to sell his 
pearl that day. It was known among 
the neighbors in the brush huts. 
Setting The author uses La Paz as the setting of the 
novella. The quote explains about the 
geography of the setting and the detail on the 
characteristic of indigenous tribe housing.     
21 
31  “This was the bed that had raised 
the King of Spain to be a great 
power in Europe in past years, had 
helped to pay for his wars, and had 
decorated the churches for his soul's 
sake. 
Setting The setting emphasized by providing historical 
background. It highlights the role of the setting 
towards the development of the empire. 
8 
32 “They came to the place where the 
brush houses stopped and the city of 
stone and plaster began, the city of 
harsh outer walls and inner cool 
Setting The setting of place indicates the difference 
classes of its dwellers. The brush houses 
represents indigenous tribe cluster. Meanwhile 
the city of stone and plaster depicts colonist’s 
5 
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gardens where a little water played 
and the bougainvillea crusted the 
wall with purple and brick-red and 
white. 
housing area. 
33 “…the big gate in the wall of the 
doctor’s house. They could hear the 
splashing water and the singing of 
caged birds and the sweep of the 
long brooms on the flagstones. 
Setting The quote describes doctor’s house and its 
features such as a big gate, splashing water and 
caged birds. These features signified the 
lifestyle of the doctor that represents colonial 
offspring. 
5 
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